
 
P R O S P E C T U S  

September –October 2022 
We seek to be an inclusive Christian community 

 that affirms faith in God and spiritual growth  

with a commitment to justice  

and stewardship of God’s creation. 

 

Engage in a 

Healthy Communication  

workshop on Saturday September 10 

and of course worship 

Rally Sunday, September 11. 

A potluck and program will follow worship. 

 

We’ll RESET for a fresh start. 

A New Season of Church is Here! 

 

 

Details on pages 6-7. 
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Thank You! Fundraising Celebration 
 

The Finance Team joyfully reports that not only have we 
reached our special gap funding request goal of $30,000, 
we have surpassed it! 
 

What generosity! This is an outpouring of resources that not 
only closes the gap and balances our 2022 budget, but  
also lays a strong foundation toward the financial year 
ahead. 
 

 If you are planning to make a pledge and haven't yet, please 
don't let this deter you! Anything more received will apply 
to our beginning 2023 well. 
 

Pledges can be made by clicking here or by sending directly 
to Judy Bratt at judybratt@comcast.net 

 
Thanks to everyone for your on-going support! 

Thanks be to God for the abundance we steward.  

https://prospectparkchurch.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=637aaf28cfdde62f13e9eb466&id=5fcac22069&e=ac31228e7b
mailto:judybratt@comcast.net
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Thank You, Frank Trnka! 

It is with a mix of sadness and 
heartfelt gratitude to announce 
that Frank Trnka, who has 
served as Organist/Accompanist 
and Music Director at PPUMC 
since 2013, will not return this 
fall. His decision to retire centers 
primarily around family; his two 
young grandchildren have both 
started full-time school, making 
free-time on the weekends key. 

 
We are grateful beyond words for Frank’s artistry and  
commitment to the PPUMC Community. His contributions  
during worship services have enhanced our spiritual  
journey, and he has had a great impact on the choir’s  
musical journey as well. His masterful playing could also be 
heard in celebration at weddings, and in tribute at  
memorial services. Additionally, he was featured during a 
special organ concert held at PPUMC.  
 

Frank’s musical repertoire is vast, and he has brought a 
wide range of styles from classical to contemporary, hand 
selecting  pieces to enhance our experience. Did you know 
he’s a bagpiper too?! We have thoroughly enjoyed every 
moment and every note with you, Frank, and thank you for 
your service to PPUMC. 
 

Kathy Webb and Rebekah Richards will be providing music 
for worship in the remainder of 2022, and we are grateful 
for their gifts and willingness as well. 
 

We will have a chance to say thank 
you to Frank during the picnic  
portion of our Rally Sunday  
gathering. If you would like to write 
or send an email to Frank, we will 
collect cards and letters and  
combine emails to forward to him. 
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I don’t know about you but I love 
the season of Fall!  I know Fall is 
here by these indicators: Back to 
School season, leaves change, I can 
bring out my hoodies and the  
infamous “pumpkin spice” is  
everywhere! Fall brings a reminder 
that it is time to shed light and  
reflect on the ways we have grown 
and be prepared to enter a season 
of preparation.  

 
Preparation for the winter as the snow covers us like a 
blanket, having us be in hibernation mode. The melting of 
the snow and the rainfall of spring, shower us with  
substance and new possibilities. Lastly, summer is the  
season that opens the door for us to go outside and  
embrace the world around us. One common theme in all 
the change of seasons is the theme of “Reset”. Each season 
gives us an opportunity to reset and start off with a fresh 
start. Not only do we get a fresh start but we also take the 
time to remind ourselves who we are and what we are 
called to do.  
 

Reset is defined by the Merriam-Webster dictionary as “to 
set again or anew.” Some of the synonyms include: reboot, 
readjust, activate, recalibrate and retry. In other words, 
when we are in a reset, we are taking the space to be 
grounded. Once we are grounded in who we are and what 
we are called to do is when we are able to start moving  
forward. The part of the definition that resonates with me 
is the word “anew.” Knowing that resetting brings new 
things reminds of scripture of how God loves making things 
new.  A passage that comes to mind will be Isaiah 43:18-19 
(Good News Translation) which states:  
 

 

Pastor’s Corner 
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But the Lord says, 

“Do not cling to events of the past 

    or dwell on what happened long ago. 

Watch for the new thing I am going to do. 

    It is happening already—you can see it now! 

I will make a road through the wilderness 

    and give you streams of water there.” 

 

The prophet Isaiah was speaking a word of hope to the  
Israelities, letting them know while they were in bondage 
that God was going to do a new thing. Fresh streams of  
water, a road in the wilderness made and most  
importantly, as God was with them, God is with us!  
Prospect Park family, God is resetting us and behold, our 
creator is doing a new thing. In this new season we are 
about to enter, I encourage you to take the space and time 
to reflect on what God is calling for you to let go? What is in 
this new season that God wants to reveal to you. Know that 
as we journey together, no matter what, God is with us! 
Since God is with us, let us hold on to our Creator’s  
unchanging hand and know that with God, we got all we 
need for this season.  
 
Love you all and let’s journey together!  
 
Pastor Isiah Dennis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rally Weekend September 10-11! 

Saturday, September 10:  
 

Healthy Communications Workshop 
9:30 am in Community Hall 

 
Everyone who is part of the PPUMC community is invited 
to attend a special “Healthy Communications” training 
workshop, to be held Saturday, September 10, beginning at 
9:30 a.m. on-site in Community Hall or online via Zoom.  
 

This workshop is offered by the Conference and will be led 
by Rev. Diane C. Olson.  She will share the process for  
working through conflict  based on the scripture of  
Matthew 18. We used to call it "the rule of Christ," but the 
emphasis has shifted. Conflict happens, whether created by 
misunderstanding or misinformation, and we can develop a 
common vocabulary to help better navigate and hold  
ourselves accountable as a community when it does. 
 
The first hour (9:30-10:30) is for everyone and will  
highlight general information of the training. The second 
half (10:45-noon) focuses on techniques and approaches for 
church leadership. You are invited to attend a portion or all 
of this important workshop, which offers valuable tools that 
can be used in every part of your life! 
 
RSVPs are requested in order to plan accordingly; to regis-
ter, click HERE, or email office@prospectparkchurch.org. 
If you would prefer to join online, please contact Pastor 
Chris in advance directly at 612-965-0178 (text or phone) 
or at pastor@prospectparkchurch.org. You can also call 
SPR Chair Mike Hvidsten with any additional questions at 
651-468-8441. 
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https://prospectparkchurch.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=637aaf28cfdde62f13e9eb466&id=8b45de2283&e=551ad545eb
mailto:office@prospectparkchurch.org
mailto:pastor@prospectparkchurch.org
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Sunday, September 11:  

Rally Sunday! 

Worship at 10 am  

with a potluck following 
 

We will worship, feast, learn, and have some fun as we 
come together for Rally Sunday. And not just any old Rally 
Sunday but the: We Are Still Here COVID Be Gone 
So Happy to See Your Whole Face Rally Sunday! 

 
1. We will worship. 
 
2. We will have a photo op for a new EVERYBODY IN 
THE SANCTURY shot from the balcony! And, we'll add a 
Zoom screen shot to it for those who are worshiping from 
afar on that day! 
 
3. After worship we'll head across the street for a  
potluck picnic, (bring a dish to share!) complete with: 
 

• a program presented by ministry team leaders 

• a playground nearby and sidewalk chalk to enjoy 
for the youngest among us, and a special feature:  

 

• the chance to Ask The Pastors...anything.  

 
We're planning to make it an online, interactive experience 
as well - let's have some fun! 
 
For more information or to help with the potluck, email 
Ann DeGroot at ann.marie.degroot@gmail.com.  

 
Let’s flock (and rock) together! 

mailto:ann.marie.degroot@gmail.com
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Project Mustard Seed: 

Want to Go to the Science Museum? 

Our first Project Mustard Seed initiative is going to be a 
field trip to the Science Museum of MN to see the  
exhibit RACE: Are We So Different? We are looking for 
about 10-15 people to join as we walk through the exhibit 
together and have a discussion afterward. The goal is to  
rekindle the conversations that we began in the summer of 
2020 around diversity and deepen our commitment to  
racial justice. A meal will be provided during the discussion, 
and scholarships will be available to cover ticket prices if 
needed. 
 
The date we are looking at currently is Saturday, October 
8. If you're interested or want additional details, please 
contact Cassie Davies-Juhnke by email: 
communications@prospectparkchurch.org. 
 
Here is some information about the exhibit: "RACE: Are 
We So Different? explores the myth and meaning of race. 
We all know that people look different. Throughout  
history, those differences have been a source of strength, 
community, and personal identity. They have also been the 
basis for discrimination and oppression. And while those 
differences are socially and culturally real, modern  
scientific understanding tells us race and human variation 
are complex, and challenges us to think in new ways. This 
exhibit, developed by the American Anthropological  
Association in collaboration with the Science Museum of 
Minnesota, combines media resources, interactive  
components, imagery, and community programming to 
invite visitors into a conversation about the reality—and 
unreality—of race."   
 
 

 
 
  

 

https://prospectparkchurch.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=637aaf28cfdde62f13e9eb466&id=27fd62dd94&e=fddc0e6c5c
mailto:communications@prospectparkchurch.org?subject=Science%20Museum
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September-October Events  
 

Weekly: 
 
Open Yoga with Instructor: Leslie Ball 
Mon., Wed., and Fri at noon 
Email leslie@leslieball.com for details. 
 

  Interfaith Services of Prayer for Peace 
  Ongoing Wednesdays, 12:30 - 1:00 pm at  
  Faith Mennonite Church, 2720 E. 22nd St. in  
  Minneapolis. All faiths and faith-traditions are 
  invited to participate. For more information call  

                   Faith Mennonite Church, 612-375-9483 
 

Monthly: 
 
PPUMC Administrative Council Meeting 
will meet on Wednesday, September  14 and 
Wednesday, October 12 at 6:30 pm  online via Zoom.  
All are welcome.  Contact Ann DeGroot for Zoom    

      link: ann.marie.degroot@gmail.com.  
 
 

The PPUMC Men’s Group will meet  in-person at 
8:30 on Saturday morning, September 17, in Clyde 
Cutting’s  backyard at 1492 Portland Ave in St. 
Paul.  On Saturday, October 15 at 8:30 am, the group 
will  gather at Gordon Myers’s deck at 2145 Knapp         

       Street in St Paul. (Inclement weather site is PPUMC’s  
       Community Hall.) 
                    This is an open group, and newcomers are welcome.  
        Feel free to bring a snack to share. For further  
                    information, contact Tom Townsend: 
                    651-635-0542 or tomchurchacct@gmail.com 

Other:  
 

Transformational Journey Towards Land 
Acknowledgement: Minnesota Earthkeepers 
hosts a six-part series to recognize and respect  
indigenous peoples as traditional stewards of the  

       land, and the enduring relationship that exists  
                    between indigenous cultures and their traditional   
       territories. Mondays:  7-9 pm, Sept. 19, 26, and  
       Oct. 3, 10, 17 and 24.  

             To register, or for more information, click HERE.  
       Details on page 14. 
 

 

mailto:leslie@leslieball.com
mailto:tomchurchacct@gmail.com
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/eventdetail/16619018


Save the Date! 
 

• Buy from local artisans 
• Eat delicious food 

• ...and support the community! 
 

Due to COVID-19 safety concerns,  
the number of artisans will be limited  

to provide for adequate spacing between vendors.  
There will be plenty of delights to be found! 

 
Thank you to the following 

 who will help to make the event happen: 
 

Patti Elliott Allen: Chair 
 

Caroline Donnelly: Artist Coordinator 
with support from Kristi Adams & Liz Richards 

 

Patsy Olsen: Boutique Coordinator 
 

Liz Richards: Kitchen Coordinator 
Ginia Klamecki: Bake Sale Coordinator 

 

Volume 64 Issue 5 Page 10 
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PPUMC Choir 

The PPUMC Choir Returns! 

The PPUMC Choir is looking forward to the 2022-23 church  
season and the opportunity to again participate in Sunday  
worship, all mixed with a variety of changes. In that light, we 
want to first express a heartfelt THANK YOU to Frank Trnka for 
his many years of service as accompanist and creative partner, 
his commitment to the PPUMC community and countless  
contributions to the choir’s musical journey. It was an honor to 
share in his artistry, and we wish him all the best in his adven-
tures ahead. With Frank’s retirement, we’re excited to welcome 
Rebekah Richards and Kathy Webb as accompanists this fall and 
look forward to working with them in the months ahead. 
 

A 'new look' for the choir this fall is serving as song leaders  
during Sunday worship each week, where the group will come to 
the front of the sanctuary and lead in-person AND online  
attendees in song. This provides us an opportunity to be actively 
involved in each worship service and sets the stage for worship 
song leadership after Pastor Chris’ retirement. 
 

Another change is that the choir will be rehearsing each Sunday 
morning, replacing our previous Wednesday evening sessions. 
The choir will meet from 9:15 – 9:40 each week, with a  
run-through of the morning’s hymns and rehearsal time for each 
scheduled anthem. An example is Rally Sunday where the group 
will offer, “Love Grows Here” as the morning’s offertory. In  
addition, we’re also planning to meet one Saturday morning 
each month for an opportunity to spend more time with  
repertoire rehearsal. 
 

As always, all are welcome to join in our musical quest, and we 
sincerely appreciate the on-going support of our efforts. Please 
feel free to reach out to me directly with any related questions. 
As Frank would say:  

ONWARD! 

In song, 
Dave 
 
Dave Nyberg 
PPUMC Choir Director 
davenyberg@comcast.net 
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Look Who's Counting on You 

  

Quiet times in nature often grace us with stunning  
reminders of the magnificence of God's creation.  

To encounter such is a moment of awe and worship. 
 

Our United Methodist Social Principles remind us, "We  
affirm that all creation belongs to God.... Human beings, 
nonhuman animals, plants, and other sentient 
and nonsentient beings participate in the community 
of creation, and their flourishing depends upon the care of 
all God's creation."  
 
Often a bit cooler, September is a good time to get  
outdoors. Find a trail to explore. Walk early morning or at 
dusk to see what critters might be about also. Soak up the 
beauty and fresh air. Arrange for a slow boat of some type 
for a lazy trip on the water with an eye toward seeing the 
inhabitants. After dark find a place where the stars are 
bright. Allow God’s creation to bless you.  
  
Trees produce oxygen, clean and cool the air, and absorb 
carbon dioxide, lessening the effects of burning fossil 
fuels. Assess your space at home and at church for 
new trees. The earth needs us to plant more! Tree plant-
ing season is optimum September through March. 

  
 

For more about the  
UM Creation Justice Movement, go to  

https://umcreationjustice.org. 

https://umcreationjustice.org/
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 Employment Opportunity:  
 

Nursery Caregiver 
Sunday Mornings 

 
 

PPUMC is seeking a nursery caregiver to look after children 
in the nursery (ages 5 and under) during Sunday morning 
worship services. Compensation: $30 each session  
 

Duties: 
Supervise the children in the nursery during Sunday  
morning worship and potentially during adult education 
following (if needed). Duties begin every Sunday morning 
at 9:45 AM and may extend no later than noon. 
 

Qualifications: 
Experience caring for young children 
Warm and friendly to both children and parents 
Prompt and responsible work ethic   
 

For more details and application information, visit  
https://www.prospectparkchurch.org/open-positions/  
or call the church office at 612-378-2380.  

 
Volunteer Opportunity: 

 
Join PPUMC’s Zoom Worship Team 

From Home or the Sanctuary 
Sunday Mornings 

 

 
You could serve on a rotating basis or periodically as a 
greeter or host online from your home, or provide onsite 
tech support in the PPUMC sanctuary. No experience     
necessary; training will be provided.  
 
To learn more about this opportunity and what’s involved, 
contact Dave Nyberg:  
651-341-6401 / davenyberg@comcast.net 
 

https://prospectparkchurch.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=637aaf28cfdde62f13e9eb466&id=b1bbd0009f&e=ac31228e7b
mailto:davenyberg@comcast.net
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Transformational Journey  
Towards Land Acknowledgement 

 
Six sessions via Zoom 

Mondays Starting September 19, 2022 
from 7:00-9:00 pm CT 

Details and Registration Here 

 

A land acknowledgement 
is a formal statement that 
recognizes and respects 
indigenous peoples as 
traditional stewards of 
this land and the  
enduring relationship 
that exists between  
indigenous peoples and 
their traditional  
territories. 
 
Journey with this group 
to write a meaningful 
land acknowledgement 
statement while taking 
part in a transformative 
journey. We hope this 
journey will impact the 
way you walk on this sa-
cred land. And your rela-
tionship with all of creation, both human and non-human. 
 
This journey is specific to United Methodist theology and 
practice but is applicable to other Christian faith traditions. 

 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/eventdetail/16619018
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Poet’s Place 
 
SHE STILL LOOKS AT ME 
For my mother, Evelyn 
 
Sometimes it’s the only thing 
she can manage 
while sitting in her recliner. 
She doesn’t talk 
  or smile 
  or get up 
  or move. 
She opens her eyes, 
looks up 
to my kiss 
and “Hello.” 
Then her eyes 
close again. 
 
Our eyes have  met. 
She looks beyond 
  and through 
  and blank. 
But I think she knows 
she knows me, 
without understanding  
words like “mother” 
and “daughter.” 
 
I accept her look 
without the need 
for her to remember. 
Her eyes may see me, 
maybe through a hazy fog, 
maybe as clear as love. 
 
She has slid 
 to a place 
  where she can 
close her eyes,  
 rest alone, 
  and be Now. 
 
-Joy DeHarpporte 

 
-Joy DeHarpporte is a 
longtime PPUMC member 
and retired school teacher. 
In addition to writing  
poetry, she is an avid  
supporter of social justice.  
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Reflection 
 

Finding Creative Freedom 

 

 Having dipped my toe into the “Mare of  
Amallica,” (as my brother-in-law likes to call it) as part of 
back-to-school shopping, I’m reeling from the sparkly,  
seductive lure of that temple to consumerism.  My thirteen-
year-old daughter loves every bit of it—the glamour and 
glitz, the choices, the promise that any of this can be hers 
for a price.  I try my best not to spoil her fun. 

 
 In a few stolen hours of solitude afterward, I find 
myself recalibrating.  Writers famously write to find out 
what we think, and it’s precisely this interiority, this still 
listening, that’s absent at the mall.  It’s here, now, on my 
sunny porch, however, within this small window of time.  I 
have a blank page.  I can ask, “What’s buried in my heart?”  
I hear crickets, the squeaky breaks of the garbage truck in 
the alley, hidden inner stirrings...  In my private moments, 
there’s space to pull something new into the world.  At the 
mall, freedom is the freedom to choose between options.  
At the writing desk, freedom is generative.  I make some-
thing from nothing.  Or rather, I make something from my 
unique personhood.  I make, as it turns out, my life. 

 
 I love Beatrice Bruteau’s understanding of freedom 
as creative action.  Freedom “is found when people can join 
with others in shaping their lives and their meanings.  It 
flourishes only when the focus is not wholly on private  
satisfactions but extends to the larger community and  
revolves around the conviction that people sharing their 
lives can overcome obstacles to full human living.”  I’ll add 
a caveat:  Creative freedom is sourced within our essence, 
which we need to find by separating ourselves from the 
noise of culture and community.  We need to counter the 
5.6 million square feet and two billion dollars’ worth of 
mall telling us who we are with time alone, discovering it 
for ourselves. 
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 Which is why it’s important for you to know that I 
write this missive on the heels of a contemplative sit and 
time writing in my journal.  I’ve asked, “What’s stirring  
inside me?” without any concern for what you think.   
I’ve also asked, “What needs are pressing around me?”   
Only then did I start writing—with great concern for what 
you think.  The wondrous intercourse of writing happens 
between the private heart of the writer and our wacky wider 
world.  We need to honor both. 
 
 After our mall trip, Gwyn and a pack of neighbor 
kids were restless with summer boredom.  I set them up 
with a hot glue gun and supplies for making clothespin  
fairies.  What emerged from Gwyn’s hands was uniquely 
her:  a rainbow of drag queens strutting their stuff, inspired 
by commercial glamour but also whimsical and wryly  
diabolical.  These characters keep me company now.  May 
we all know such creative freedom! 

 

--Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 —Beatrice Bruteau, Holy Thursday Revolution, 65  
 
 
Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew is a published author, writing  
instructor and spiritual director living in Minneapolis, MN.  
She shares her monthly blogpost here and at:  
https://www.elizabethjarrettandrew.com/ 
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♥  Happy Birthday!  
 

 
Cathy Velasquez Eberhart    Sept 1 
Emily Brown      Sept 3 
Jason Erickson      Sept 5 
Ann DeGroot      Sept 7 
Morgan Jellison     Sept 10 
Marie Ström      Sept 12 
Steve Kerrigan     Sept 15 
Roger Gillette     Sept 25 
Montana Johnson     Sept 26 
Greg Neumann                  Sept 28  
Patti Elliott Allen      Sept 29  
Sharon Kimble      Sept 30  
Emily Jarrett Hughes     Sept 30 
Aiden Erickson     Oct 1  
Chris Kliesen Wehrman    Oct 2 
Manu Erickson     Oct 3 
Ginia Klamecki     Oct 6 
Sam Kristensen     Oct 7 
Ruth Axtell-Adams     Oct 26 

 
 
 

Cathy Velasquez Eberhart & Guillermo Eberhart  Sept 14 
Bradley Gavin & Jeff Geiger       Sept 20 

Holly & Nathaniel Olsen       Oct 31  

 
 

PPUMC Care Team 
 
         PPUMC’s Care Team provides  
         emotional and physical support to 
         PPUMC members and friends  
experiencing challenges in their lives. This team works with 
the pastors to reach out in many ways. Rebekah Richards is 
leading this effort. Please contact her if you are interested or 
have questions, concerns, or referrals.  

rrichardspiano@gmail.com / 651-468-7058 

♥  Happy Anniversary! 

mailto:rrichardspiano@gmail.com
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PPUMC Sunday Schedule: 

In-Person & Online 

Worship: 10 a.m.  

 

Join Worship through Zoom  
on your computer or smartphone:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222  
on your phone: dial-in/audio only:  +1 312 626 6799  
meeting ID: 890 2756 1222 # 
IMPORTANT: Our Zoom link changes occasionally. The most 
current link can always be found on our website immediately 
prior to the event. 

The Ministers are all the people of the church:  
“The world is our parish.” 

PPUMC Staff:  

Pastor: Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman  
Associate Pastor: Isiah Dennis 

Administrative Assistant: Anna Rieth 
Choir Director/Song Leader: David Nyberg  

 

Sanctuary Musicians: Kathy Webb; Alan Husby; Rebekah Richards  
Communications Associate: Cassie Davies-Juhnke  

Onsite Caretaker: Cullen Olsen  
Lay Leader: Ann DeGroot 

 

Sunday Morning Zoom Team (rotates):  
Kristi Adams, Cassie Davies-Juhnke, Ann DeGroot,  

Cathy Velasquez Eberhart, Mike Hvidsten, Montana Johnson,  
Ginia Klamecki, Dave Nyberg, Steve Ozanne; Anna Rieth 

 

Please Note Preferred Email Addresses! 
Pastor Chris: pastor@prospectparkchurch.org 

Assoc. Pastor Isiah: pastorid@prospectparkchurch.org 
Church office/Anna: 612-378-2380 office@prospectparkchurch.org 

Communications/Cassie: communications@prospectparkchurch.org 

Please contact Anna Rieth to schedule onsite activities:  
office@prospectparkchurch.org/612-378-2380 

Quiet hours are in effect 10 pm—8:30 am 

We seek to be an inclusive Christian community 

 that affirms faith in God and spiritual growth  

with a commitment to justice  

and stewardship of God’s creation. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222__;!!CQl3mcHX2A!XxhVpASh8GkJ5_B61nvx_GWUSD3dU0-mAcLraKAyYgjzPjWzguCR-uVN5DNWzkrOUmU$
http://www.prospectparkchurch.org/events/online-worship-8/
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