PROSPECTUS
May-June 2022
We seek to be an inclusive Christian community
that affirms faith in God and spiritual growth
with a commitment to justice
and stewardship of God’s creation.

A Place to Bloom
Welcoming Associate Pastor Isiah Dennis
Honoring Mothers, Fathers, Caregivers & Those Who Served
Celebrating PRIDE
Plus Service Opportunities at PPUMC:
The Mustard Seed Project
Care Team
Space Task Force
Habitat for Humanity
& More!

Love Grows Here
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Monday, May 30 was Memorial Day
We are grateful everyday
to those who have served to protect our freedom.
Almighty God, we rejoice in your promise of love, joy and
peace, established throughout Creation. In your mercy turn
the despair of death into the dawn of new life, and the
sorrow of parting into the joy of heaven. We remember
especially today the mighty saints gone before us on the
road to justice and peace. In the name of Jesus Christ, who
died, rose again and lives for evermore we pray. Amen.
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.
I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
– John 14:27
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Honoring Mothers, Fathers
& Caregivers

Mother’s Day was Sunday, May 8
and Father’s Day is Sunday, June 19!

We know that in addition to the loving and hardworking
biological mothers and fathers, there are all sorts of
caregivers in between who nurture and support others
through all ages and stages in life.
We never stop caring for one another!

Space Task Force Work Underway
With warmer weather now here, many are enjoying a return
to the church building. If you’re among them, you’ve no
doubt noticed improvements underway in our spaces!
This is the work of the newly formed PPUMC Space Task
Force, which is reviewing how we use all the rooms, nooks
and crannies of our beloved church to enhance it’s
functionality and welcoming presence.
Thank you to Space Task Force Chair Liz Pierce, and to
members Vicki Coleman-Scott, Cassie Davies-Junke,
Jan Ekern, Patti Elliott Allen, Bob Garnett,
Marilee Johnson, Ginia Klamecki, Sharon Nielsen,
Patsy Olsen, and Rebekah Richards.
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Pastor’s Corner
Love grows here! Sing it out! Or shout it! Or act it out! Dance it!
The month of May was a great month in the “garden” of PPUMC,
and June is outright blooming.
A care team has formed. Rebekah Richards coordinates. And
already so much love has grown around the caring acts
engendered. (more on page 18) A prayer circle is an outgrowth
yet to bud. If any of you love to hold others in prayer, I invite
you to join Pastor Isiah and I, and we’ll form a circle that
communicates prayer needs by whatever common
communications tool suits the circle, and get rooted!
Liz Richards is cultivating a team around making micro-grants
for...well...YOU get to plant the seed. The Mustard Seed Project
is all about ideas being funded for growth, right in our midst and
beyond (more on page 13).
And of course, we have been preparing to welcome a new
Associate Pastor, Isiah Dennis, who has indeed arrived. You will
learn more about him in the following pages, on coming
Sundays, and eventually as part of the life of the community
which is PPUMC! It is wonderful to begin working together, a
marvelous infusion of energy, and there is so much to learn all
around.
We are in a season of Pentecost. There is no denying it. Our
garden holds opportunities for wonderful work. We can
imagine it full of Spirit wind, and Creator’s fertile furrows. We
can remember Jesus’ lessons based on vines, roots, branches,
fruit. We can imagine his fingers loosening the wheat, noticing
whether gleanings are left on the edges for the ones on the
margins. We can remember that we may plant the crop, but it is
the Ground of All Being that grants life, that causes the seedling
to raise its head, that sends the flower through the stem.
“For boredom; learn!!” T.H. White said that as the character of
Merlin – speaking to the boy who would become King Arthur –
in The Once and Future King. Then he took him out into the
world, the muddy, perilous, relentlessly becoming world, to
learn. And if his words prove as true in the congregation as I
believe they will, we’ve got an exciting “row to hoe!”
Yes! This is the day that Creator is creating. Let’s roll up our
sleeves and take part in it.
Wild blessings,
Pastor Chris
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Above: June 5, Pentecost in three photos: PPUMC, Isiah reading
scripture at his Commencement, and the sanctuary of Central Lutheran,
site of Luther Seminary’s Commencement, in downtown Minneapolis.
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Welcome Associate Pastor Isiah Dennis
Isiah Dennis joined PPUMC as
Associate Pastor on Wednesday,
June 15, and will be with us in
worship for the first time this
Sunday, June 19. After worship,
there will be a hospitality time in
Community Hall, in which you can
stop by to give him a warm PPUMC
welcome and say hello!
Isiah is working with Pastor Chris for a period of six
months prior to Pastor Chris’s retirement. He is so looking
forward to meeting everyone and serving as Associate
Pastor for the next six months, and in 2023, becoming the
Pastor at PPUMC.
Isiah served as a Pastoral Intern at Beloved United
Methodist Church in St Paul’s East Side and grew up
attending Camphor Memorial UMC. Isiah recently
graduated from Luther Seminary with a Master of Divinity
degree. His educational background also includes a
Bachelor of Science in Youth Studies with a minor in
African/African American Studies, and Master of
Education in Youth Development and Leadership, both
from the University of Minnesota. He comes from a large
family with roots in St. Paul, and currently lives in Falcon
Heights. Isiah is passionate about discipleship and seeing
people grow in their walks with Christ.
One of Isiah’s favorite quotes:
“If we can’t recognize the truth, then it cannot liberate us
from untruth. To know the truth is to prepare for it; for it
is not mainly reflection and theory. Truth is divine action
entering our lives and creating the human action of
liberation”- bell hooks
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Habitat for Humanity Summer Project:
A Note from Steve Kerrigan

We will be working on a construction site this summer
to help build a new home!
August 15-19
8:30 am -3:30 pm daily
at 3042 18th Ave S in Minneapolis
•

PPUMC provides volunteers and funds for the project
along with St. Frances Cabrini and St. Cecilias under the
name “Tres Iglesias.”

•

We have worked together for more than 25 years.

•

We provide 12 – 15 volunteers each day and about
$7,500 for materials between the three churches.

•

Today we are only looking only for people to volunteer
at the construction site.

If you are interested you can sign up at:
St. Frances Cabrini Church | habitat volunteer signup
(cabrinimn.org)
or https://www.cabrini.org>habitat-signup-intro
If you have any questions, or if you have not registered
before, it is probably easiest to contact Steve Kerrigan:
763-200-2227 / steve.kerrigan@tsi.com and I can answer
any questions and help you register. Thanks.
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May-June Events
Weekly:
Open Yoga with Instructor: Leslie Ball
Mon. 6pm/ Wed. 5:30pm /Sat. 11am
Email leslie@leslieball.com for details.
Movement/Stretching Class
Saturdays 8:30 – 9am
Start your day by centering your mind and body.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85828456150
Meeting ID: 858 2845 6150
Audio-only by phone: 1-312-626-6799

Monthly:
PPUMC Administrative Council Meeting
met Tuesday, May 10 and Wednesday, June 8 at 6:30
pm online via Zoom. All are welcome. Meetings this
summer will be the second Wednesday of the month
from 6:30-8 pm. Contact Ann DeGroot for Zoom link:
ann.marie.degroot@gmail.com.
The PPUMC Men’s Group will meet Saturday,
June 18, 8:30-11 a.m, at 1871 Skillman Ave in
Roseville. Feel free to bring a snack to share.
The meeting will have a remote/zoom connection
using our new IT equipment:

https://prospectparkchurch.us8.listmanage.com/track/click?
u=637aaf28cfdde62f13e9eb466&id=4d3334fb
8e&e=07d39219eb
For further information, contact Tom Townsend
at 651-635-0542 or tomchurchacct@gmail.com
Thank you to Gordy Myers for hosting in May,
and to Tom Townsend for June!

Special Events:
Women and Girls’ Spring Gathering
This (almost annual) brunch event was Saturday, June
4th in Community Hall. Thanks to Kelley Rae
Jewett for organizing this celebration of spring.
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One Voice Mixed Chorus will perform their Sound
Mind concert at the Ordway Concert Hall on June
18 and 19.
Sound Mind uplifts Queer voices exploring mental health
through song, story, and art. This will be their first in-person
One Voice performance in two years. They can't wait to share this
powerful experience with you! You can get tickets and learn more
at https://www.onevoicemn.org. Use promo code FAITH for
50% off. Walk up tickets will be pay what you can as available.
Juneteenth is observed as a national holiday on
Sunday, June 19, with many celebrations planned that
weekend and beyond to commemorate the end of
slavery in the U.S., and African American culture and
achievements. See page 11 for more on its history and
events planned.
In honor of LGBTQIA+ PRIDE
Month in June, the 50th annual
Twin Cities Pride Festival will be
held at Loring Park in Minneapolis
June 25 – 26, 2022.
The festival will feature local BIPOC and LGBTQIA+ vendors,
food courts, a beer garden, and four music/entertainment stages
that will highlight more than 50 artists in celebration of the
LGBTQIA+ Community. ALL LGBTQIA+ people and allies are
welcome!
As always, Twin Cities Pride Festival is FREE!
Visit www.tcpride.org for details including the entertainment and
vendor lineup along with a map to make the most of the festival
weekend.
The festival culminates a month long celebration that included
the Grand Marshal Celebration & Pride Awards 2022
Stay Golden: 50 Years of Pride held Thursday, June 9.
The celebration honored the past five decades of Twin Cities
Pride and look to the future! The evening included music,
comedy, community awards and the crowning of the Grand
Marshal for Pride 2022. A free livestream of the evening’s
celebration was presented on YouTube.

June is LGBTQIA+ PRIDE Month
We celebrate Pride month to publicly
include and uphold all members of our
families and communities who in the
past had to hide who they were. One in
six Gen Z adults identify as being part of
the LGBTQIA+ community.
Talking about Pride month can make a big difference in
how our children and even adults see the world. While
bringing more awareness during the month of June is
important, we want to carry this messaging through in our
daily lives all year. Here are some tips on how to do so:
Model inclusion: This can be through attending large
events where diversity is clearly celebrated, and also
through much smaller every day interactions. We can also
show support by shopping with businesses who are
LGBTQIA+ owned or who donate to relevant causes.
Be an ally who is proactive: Use your voice to support
those being marginalized, and be open to new learning
around experiences you may not have had. For children,
offer toys and clothing of all types and colors, not based on
traditional gender expectations. Be mindful that media consumed within the household represents people from all
walks of life, and discuss current events.
Flex your listening skills: Intentionally make time for
conversation in which new voices get to be heard.

As a reconciling congregation, PPUMC is committed to
achieving LGBTQIA+ justice and full inclusion in the life
and leadership of The United Methodist Church, both in
policy and in practice.
As in past years, MN Reconciling Congregations will host a
booth at Pride Fest June 25-26 in Loring Park to
connect with festival goers and share God’s love for ALL
people. To learn more, or to volunteer, click HERE.

Juneteenth
Juneteeth, observed as a federal holiday
on June 19 in the United States,
commemorates the emancipation of enslaved
African Americans. It also celebrates African
American culture and provides an opportunity
to come together in appreciation and reconciliation.
Originating in Galveston, Texas, it has been celebrated
annually on June 19 in various parts of the United States
since 1865. Emphasizing education and achievement, it is a
day, a week, and in some areas, a month marked with
celebrations, guest speakers, picnics and family gatherings.
It is a time for reflection, rejoicing, assessment,
self-improvement and for planning the future. It brings
people of all races, nationalities and religions together to
truthfully acknowledge a period in U.S. history that shaped
and continues to influence our society today. Sensitized to
the conditions and experiences of others, only then can we
make significant and lasting improvements in our society.
The Junteenth Parade, presented by the Juneteenth
Community Board, is on Saturday, June 18, 11 am–12 pm.
It starts at West Broadway Avenue and Fremont Ave. N,
heads south on Fremont to 12th Street N,turns west on 12th
Street to Humboldt Ave. N, and follows Humboldt Ave. N
to conclude at Bethune Park, 1304 N. 10th Ave.
Our Associate Pastor Isiah Dennis will be in the
parade marching with the National Pan Hellenic Council
(NPHC) which is the body that hosts the nine historical
Black Greek Letter Organizations. He is a member of Iota
Phi Theta Fraternity Inc. To recognize him, he will be
wearing his fraternity colors which are Brown and Gold.
Immediately after the parade, the Juneteenth
celebration continues on Saturday, June 18 from
12-6 pm at Bethune Park, 1304 N 10th Ave.
There will be food trucks, stage entertainment, kids’
activities, vendors, and exhibitors. Find more events here:
Juneteenth - Celebrating Freedom Day - Minneapolis Park
& Recreation Board (minneapolisparks.org)
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PPUMC Choir
Echos of Song...
As we wrap up another season of song, the PPUMC Choir would
like to say THANK YOU to everyone across our church
community for your on-going support and encouragement
throughout these past several months. As with nearly everyone,
our collective schedule was repeatedly delayed, interrupted and
changed due to COVID; yet you have continued to make room
for us in your hearts whenever the opportunity for sharing our
music became possible. We deeply appreciate your generosity.
In that same light and on a personal note, I want to offer my
heartfelt gratitude to each member of this ‘small-yet-mighty’
ensemble for their unending, unwavering commitment to
sharing our ministry of music with the congregation and greater
community. Your willingness to adapt to the changing demands
of the time – be it the wearing of masks, or the challenge
of not sharing a long sought-after hug – made it possible for us
to continue carrying our music forward, both now and into the
future. You are BRILLIANT!

The summer months will no doubt go by quickly, and we’re
looking forward to whatever journey the next church season may
hold. As Frank so often encourages: “ONWARD!”
Peace,
Dave Nyberg
PPUMC Choir Director
davenyberg@comcast.net
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Project Mustard Seed
A Program for Micro-funding
Community Outreach Ideas
The PPUMC Administrative Council has approved a new
initiative called Project Mustard Seed. This program is
designed to encourage PPUMC members to propose and
engage in activities that further the church’s mission
through specific funding requests.

PPUMC’s mission states, “We seek to be an inclusive
Christian community that affirms faith in God and
spiritual growth with a commitment to justice and
stewardship of God’s creation.” Named after Jesus’
well-known parable, Project Mustard Seed is designed to
grow new and exciting engagement opportunities across the
community.
Examples of potential projects include the purchase of
books for a study group on racial equity, funding for a
speaker series highlighting important issues in our
community, scholarships for those interested in missional
work, and much more. It is anticipated that initial grant
amounts will range from $50 - $1,000.
The Project Mustard Seed application process begins
June 1, with project proposals reviewed monthly. You’ll find
complete details on the program here, as well as the
necessary application forms on the PPUMC web site at
www.prospectparkchurch.org
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We Can!
Together WE CAN make a difference!
As a church, WE CAN focus on love. As we love God, the
Creator, we care for God’s creation. As we follow the Great
Commandments, we love our neighbor, seeking justice especially
for those humans and non-human animals and organisms that
are harmed by the climate crisis.
As a church, WE CAN learn and teach. Recognizing
creation justice as a faith issue, we seek to understand the
connections between science, the natural world, and our call to
be good stewards. We can program in the church and via Zoom
to learn from and discuss videos, books, curriculum, speakers
with expertise, and experiences that give firsthand knowledge.
As a church, WE CAN embrace zero-waste. By setting out
recycling bins, we send an important message and help people
recycle worship bulletins and paper from offices. By setting up a
composting system, after meals together we can keep food waste
from landfills and return the nutrients to the soil.
As a church, WE CAN reduce greenhouse gas
emissions that cause climate change. Switching to
teleconferencing for more meetings allows broader participation
with less gasoline usage. Switching from printed paper to email,
website, and other electronic messaging keeps members
connected without cutting down trees.
For more about the UM Creation
Justice Movement, go to
https://umcreationjustice.org.
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Poet’s Place
Memorial Day is a sad day of memory,
when we think of those who have died,
But it also is a grand, joyous day
to reminisce about those who've left our side.
Our dearest family who have left Earth,
Wonderful friends, now deceased,
Those we admire, have known since birth
I can picture them together at a grand feast.
I love to think of them thinking of US,
remembering good times, letting go of hurts,
As we sing and link hands and reminisce,
May they feel our thoughts, know they are missed.
Thank you, God, for the time we shared,
Thank you for our thoughts, hearts we laid bare,
Thank you for shared activities we did tooThank you for our dear ones we loved and knew.
-Joy DeHarpporte

Joy DeHarpporte is a longtime PPUMC member and retired
school teacher. In addition to writing poetry, she is an avid
supporter of social justice.
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Reflection
What’s At Stake?
After a year of drafting my first young adult novel, I ran it
past my trusty writing group (of twenty-five years!) and
was unsurprised at their critique: The plot doesn’t yet
spring from the desires of my characters. “What’s at stake
for them?” my colleagues asked. “What are their burning
passions? What obstacles do they face? And what do they
stand to lose if they don’t get what they want?” Great
questions. As a relatively new fiction writer, I’m still
learning to locate the source of my story’s action in the
motivations of my characters.
In any narrative, what transpires externally must be
inextricably linked to the human heart.
So I’m digging into the psyches of my characters,
trying to get to know each of them better. I ask, “What
does so-and-so think she wants? What does she really
want? If she doesn’t get it, what will the consequences be?
What stands in her way?” With each scene, I explore what
instigates change in my characters, what the internal and
external effects are, and why it matters. I fill notebooks
with psychoanalyzing, none of which will appear in the
final product, all of which increases my awareness of what’s
happening in the story such that every word, sentence, and
paragraph is imbued with intention. I’m becoming more
conscious, at least within the bounds of this project.
This fundamental drive within stories—thwarted
desire augmented by high stakes—I find curious. Is it
operative in our lives as well? Perhaps because I’ve written
memoir for so long, I can’t help but apply these questions
to my experiences, searching for a plot or through-line that
doesn’t only gather my scattershot memories into a unified
whole but makes them gripping, a worthwhile “read.”
There’s no question that stories mirror our lives, but are
our lives themselves stories, propelled by longing,
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magnified by conflict, requiring movement inside or out or
both in order to find satisfaction? When I teach essay
writing, I often say what makes a good essay is movement.
An essay asks a question, moves in relationship with the
question, and lands in a different place, not necessarily at
an answer. This holds true for fiction and, I suspect, our
time on this planet.
But the stakes with our lives are significantly higher.
The direction of the movement matters. Is the journey over
obstacles toward our deepest desire life-giving or deathdealing? Does it bring us closer to or farther from the
truth? Does it generate love or hate? We are the authors of
our lives. We may not get to choose what compels us or
what stands in our way, but we can always choose how to
respond. It’s how we exercise human freedom. We act; we
co-create; we determine the plot. “Aliveness,” Jungian Ann
Belford Ulanov writes (and I often quote), “springs from
our making something of what we experience and receiving
what experience makes of us.” Isn’t this awesome?!
There’s no other story more worth giving our time.
--Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew

Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew is a published author, writing
instructor and spiritual director living in Minneapolis, MN.
She shares her monthly blogpost here and at:
https://www.elizabethjarrettandrew.com/
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♥ Happy Birthday!
Cassie Davies-Juhnke
Melia Anders
Liz Richards
Liz Pierce
Stu Anderson
June Whitney
Jennifer Smith-Kristensen
Isiah Dennis
Genet Elliott Allen
Suzanne Robinson

May 1
May 2
May 15
May 21
May 30
June 3
June 7
June 20
June 23
June 24

♥ Happy Anniversary!
Sharon & John Nielsen
Ann Rauvola & Jayant Saraph
Chris Kliesen Wehrman & Dave Nyberg
Judy & Janet WestLee
Jody Ouradnik & Stu Anderson
Nancy & Mark Kristensen
Christy & Gordon Myers

May 10
May 23
May 31
June 18
June 18
June 26
June 27

Friends, A PPUMC Care
Team Has Formed
A care team has formed for the purpose of emotional and
physical support to members and friends of PPUMC who
are experiencing challenges in their lives. This team works
with the pastor to reach out in many ways: snail mail cards,
phone calls, emails, personal visits, meal delivery,
transportation to medical appointments, delivery of
groceries, and a prayer chain.
Thank you to Rebekah Richards for leading this effort.
Several people have already contributed their time and
talents in the service of others as part of the CARE Team,
and there’s always room for more.
Please contact Rebekah if you are interested or have
questions, concerns, or referals.
rrichardspiano@gmail.com / 651-468-7058
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PPUMC Sunday Schedule:
In-Person & Online
Worship: 10 a.m.

Join Worship through Zoom
on your computer or smartphone:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222
on your phone: dial-in/audio only: +1 312 626 6799
meeting ID: 890 2756 1222 #

IMPORTANT: Our Zoom link changes occasionally. The most
current link can always be found on our website immediately
prior to the event.

The Ministers are all the people of the church:
“The world is our parish.”
PPUMC Staff:
Pastor: Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman
Associate Pastor: Isiah Dennis
Administrative Assistant: Anna Rieth
Choir Director/Song Leader: David Nyberg
Organist/Music Director: Frank Trnka
Sanctuary Musicians: Kathy Webb; Alan Husby
Communications Associate: Cassie Davies-Juhnke
Onsite Custodian: Cullen Olsen
Lay Leader: Ann DeGroot
Sunday Morning Zoom Team (rotates):
Cassie Davies-Juhnke, Cathy Velasquez Eberhart, Mike Hvidsten,
Ginia Klamecki, Dave Nyberg, Steve Ozanne; Anna Rieth
Please Note Preferred Email Addresses!
Pastor Chris: 612-965-0178 /pastor@prospectparkchurch.org
Assoc. Pastor Isiah: 612-378-2380 / pastorid@prospectparkchurch.org
Church office/Anna: 612-378-2380 /office@prospectparkchurch.org
Communications/Cassie: communications@prospectparkchurch.org
Please contact Anna Rieth to schedule onsite activities:
office@prospectparkchurch.org/612-378-2380
Quiet hours are in effect 10 pm—8:30 am
THE PEOPLE OF PPUMC
STAND WITH THE MAJORITY OF THE MN CONFERENCE
IN REJECTING THE TRADITIONAL PLAN APPROVED AT GC 2019.
WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO FULL INCLUSION OF ALL PERSONS.

LOVE GROWS HERE.

Find us on Facebook & Instagram

Pastor Chris Kliesen Wehrman
pastor@prospectparkchurch.org
612-965-0178

612-378-2380
prospectparkchurch.org

22 Orlin Avenue SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414
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