January 9, 2022: WELCOME EVERYONE! IT IS GOOD TO MEET TOGETHER TODAY.
This Sunday we celebrate Epiphany – a celebration of light! “Epiphany” means “the light shines” in Greek. Yes! The
light shines. Not, “the light shone” or “sometimes light shines” or “some lights shine” or “sometimes, some lights
shine, or used to shine, or might sometime shine!” Light shines. It is the nature of light. And the point is, we seek
that brightness outside, sparkling in snow, greening evergreens, and inside, calling it enlightenment – within our very
selves. We want to be lanterns of wisdom, compassion, justice - light. We want to throw sharp shadows, and reveal
clear truths. So we gather. In the Base Camp of our church community we will sing through the darkness and pray
for blooming, preparing ourselves to move forward like the Magi – perhaps led by a different way than we arrived.
ONSITE WORSHIP LEADER:

Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman

SANCTUARY MUSIC:

Frank Trnka

VIRTUAL WORSHIP TEAM:

Cassie Davies-Juhnke, Cathy Velasquez Eberhart, Ginia Klamecki,
Dave Nyberg, Steve Ozanne

1/9/2022, 10:00 a.m. CDT
PRELUDE

Récit de Basse de Trompette, Nicolas de Grigny (1672-1703)

WELCOME & CENTERING
CALL TO WORSHIP

Frank Trnka

Body prayer; Breathing ball; “Do not cling to the past...”
From clergy, Mt. Zion Temple, St. Paul, MN Jan.7, 2021

OPENING HYMN

Blessed Be the God of Israel, UMH 209

CHILDREN’S TIME

Show & Tell!

At back of bulletin
At back of bulletin

This Little Light Of Mine

Jesus loves me. This I know ‘cause the bible tells me so! Little ones to him belong. And the rest can tag along!!
Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves YOU. Yes, Jesus loves US ALL.! The bible tells us so!
SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 43:1-3, 5-7, Romans 8:31, John 10:10

REFLECTION

About Love & Fear & the New Year

RESPONSIVE HYMN

Spirit of God, FWS 2117

COMMUNITY PRAYER

At back of bulletin

Pastor Chris
At back of bulletin
At back of bulletin

You are invited to type a prayer into the chat-bar so that it can be read aloud, or indicate that you would like to speak.
Reading of prayers and spoken prayers with candles and chime…
Pastoral prayer...
Interlude…

Duo, de Grigny

Common prayer...
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy names. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us and *lead us not* into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kindom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
or: *let us not be led*]
OFFERING NOTE: Thank you for all you give, whether it is presence, prayers, gifts, service and/or witness. There is a donate button
on our website is easy to use for pledges, special projects or offerings.
QUESTIONS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you have a question about one of the many projects underway, this is a great time to ask!

You are invited to type an announcement into the chat-bar so that it can be read aloud, or indicate that you would like to speak.
SENDING HYMN

The Gift of Love, UMH 408

At back of bulletin

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Dialogue sur les grands jeux, de Grigny

Frank Trnka

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP:
There is no structured conversation planned at this time, however, folks are invited to stick around and chat for a bit.
Possible topic of conversation: Do we enjoy having a topic of conversation post-worship?
If so, what are some suggested topics? Bible? Further conversation prompted by worship service?
Conversation regarding social justice issues? In depth learning about a specific issue?
OR
Would we most enjoy casual conversation, possibly organized around a topic?
What about playing a game together with pencil and paper or some other vehicle?
Would we like demonstrations, like how to fold a doily dove, or make jam?

PPUMC Staff : Pastor: Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman
Administrative Assistant: Anna Rieth
Live-in Custodian: Cullen Olsen
Organist/Music Director: Frank Trnka
Choir Director/Song Leader: David Nyberg
Sanctuary Music: Kathy Webb; Alan Husby
Communication Associate: Cassie Davies-Juhnke
We are hosting in-person activities, carefully.
Most gatherings in the church building are being individually considered at this time.
You can contact the office at any time, and we will get back to you as soon as possible.
Office hours remain flexible and unpredictable, please call before coming to the church building.
Office phone: 612-378-2380 and NOTE preferred email: office@prospectparkchurch.org.
Please do not hesitate to phone, text or email the pastor!
Pastor Chris’ phone: 612-965-0178 and NOTE preferred email: pastor@prospectparkchurch.org.

CENTERING THOUGHT

Isaiah 43:18-19a
Do not cling to the past —
it is nothing compared to what I am going to do.
For I am about to do something new.
See, I have already begun!

CALL TO WORSHIP

Prayer from the clergy of Mt. Zion Temple in St. Paul, MN, Jan. 7, 2021

Our God, and God of our Ancestors and God of our Descendants, in these incessant days of
challenge, we need You.
Steady our breaths. Quell our worries. Calm our anger. Alleviate our sadness.
Allow our minds and hearts to trust that decency, law, and reason will abide.
Help us find the strength to protect ourselves and all people in the face of evil and against all
hatred of what we have – to our own detriment – named “Other.”
Open our eyes to see the good in our time and give us the ability to nurture and encourage and
demand that good in others.
And, please God, may we honestly experience living in a place and time where all are safe,
where in our own country democracy is sanctified and streets peaceful, and where all
shall sit under their own vine and fig tree, and no one shall make them afraid.
We gather in worship this day in gratitude and hope.
For what we have done and left undone that runs counter to Your good purpose we ask
forgiveness – may we see clearly to accept what has been and, learn from it and let it go
so that we may move forward.
O God of our Ancestors and God of our Descendants, in these incessant days of challenge, we
need You. Be with us in this hour and the days to come. Amen.

SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 43:1-3, 5-7 Living Bible
But now the Lord who created you, O Israel, says: Don’t be afraid, for I have
ransomed you; I have called you by name; you are mine. 2 When you go through deep
waters and great trouble, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty,
you will not drown! When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be
burned up—the flames will not consume you. 3a For I am the Lord your God, your
Savior, the Holy One of Israel.
5
Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. I will gather you from east and west, 6 from north
and south. I will bring [all of my offspring,] my sons and my daughters... from the
farthest corners of the earth.
Romans 8:31, New International Version
What, then, shall we say in response to these things?
If God is for us, who can be against us?
John 10:10, New International Version
10b
I have come that [my flock] may have life, and have it to the full.

