
 
P R O S P E C T U S  

January-February 2022 

We seek to be an inclusive Christian community 

 that affirms faith in God and spiritual growth  

with a commitment to justice  

and stewardship of God’s creation. 

 
 

Happy New Year 

    MLK Day January 17 

         Valentine’s Day February 14 

     Black History Month in February 
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PPUMC COVID-19 Safety Requirements 

• Wear a mask 

• Distance six feet from others outside your household 

• Do not enter if you have an elevated temperature or 
have been exposed to someone with an elevated        

temperature in the past several days. 

Hand sanitizer is available throughout the church.  

Masks are available at entrances. 
 

With a current increase in COVID cases in our  
community, PPUMC highly suggests people  

worship from home by Zoom in the next few weeks 
if possible to ensure your safety.  

However, if you chose to come to worship in  
person, please observe the above safety protocol. 

 
We are grateful for the many ways  

we can stay in community. 
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Pastor’s Corner 

Beloved Community, 

Today I plan to eat a peanut butter,   
bologna and lettuce sandwich on white 
bread, with the crusts cut off. I’m  
thinking to serve it on a favorite vintage 
plate (photo included) with a few potato 
chips on the side. If I can come up with 
some red licorice, it will be dessert. If 
you follow pop culture, I imagine you’ve 
figured out why. 
 

1) It was Betty White’s favorite sandwich, and I’m curious.  

2) I learned about it in an article in PEOPLE magazine with 
a cover shouting: Betty White Turns 100! Which she 
didn’t, quite.  

So, today I plan to make this sandwich I’ve never tasted  
before and sit down to it in a quiet spot and ask Jesus to be 
present at my table and then savor every bite – I hope. It 
reminds me of the famous – and slightly more elaborate – 
Elvis sandwich I’ve read about, which I’ve also never tasted. 
I’ve avoided it this long, why try such a concoction now? 
 
Because. I decided that today is the day to honor Ms. White, 
who did countless hours of complicated and dedicated work 
throughout her lifetime for the sake of delight and  
elucidation. The brightness of the capable joy she never 
failed to radiate inspires me. Her gracious female aging and 
her honesty are shrine-worthy. 
 

This ceremony may well be the highlight of my day. 

What’s up with you? 

How many ways can we say that the time we are living in is 
liminal space? We’re not operating quite as we were, and 
we are not yet fulfilling a new design. We’re between. 
STILL. Like the “stuff” inside the cocoon that is neither cat-
erpillar nor moth, but the in-between of the two, we bubble. 
Bubbling is distinctly uncomfortable much of the time.  
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Up and down and full and empty and what’s it all for  
anyway? We could think of it like boiling, cooking, a special 
kind of processing so that raw and often disparate  
ingredients combine, influence one another and become 
palatable (edible and nutritious).  
 
Bubbling. Processing. Combining. Influencing one another. 
Becoming wholesome and consumable. These are activities 
of our time. And you know, they are activities of every time, 
according to Jesus’ teachings. The “bubbling goo” is a  
description very much like one Jesus could have used to 
describe the “already, not yet” of “heaven on earth.” What 
we imagine, envision, hope to design; what God is doing 
with us and through us, re-creating, bringing to pass, is the 
stuff of the future. What we use to imagine, envision,  
design, and to build with – as well as the need to build  
forward – are materials found in our past. Our “present” 
really is made of bubbles that rise and implode and regroup 
and begin again to rise. 
 
The present is our time of breath, of sense; of senses. We 
can fill it with intention. Or we can tread water. My  
sandwich is a ceremony only because it is planned with  
intention. It could be just another lunch. A walk around the 
block – or down the hall – can have intentions as practical 
as getting where you need to go and as mystical as  
connecting with other elements that feed your world in 
ways so specific as to be yours alone.  
 
Beloved friends, I encourage you, pick something (nearly 
anything) and experience it on purpose, with all you’ve got 
(your heart, your mind; your senses). Right here, right now, 
today. And then a quick shout out to the Creator in  
recognition: Thank you. Help us. Wow. 
 
Wild blessings, 

Pastor Chris 
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A Place to Begin 

Reformatting how we work with a ¾ time  
clergy appointment 

 
PPUMC is moving from an appointment of a full-time  
clergy to ¾ time as we begin 2022. It is unusual to have the 
chance to work with the same pastor on both sides of this 
kind of transition. We have the advantage of working 
through the changes in familiar community as well as the 
challenge of keeping clear and focused about what needs to 
be reconfigured when everything looks so very familiar.  
 

First: We’ll set boundaries on the pastor’s time. 

Next: We’ll prioritize what needs to be accomplished by our 
appointed clergy working with our congregation/
community. 

Then: We’ll make a plan for how to distribute and  
accomplish our work. 
 

Expect: It will take a bit to make changes in schedules that 
have been in place for years. 

Previous Full-Time Schedule: 

•  Actively working 6 days per week 
•  Preparing and preaching 4 (or 5) Sundays per month 
•  Present evenings as needed 
•  12 months per year 
•  Paid time off: 4 weeks paid vacation  
•       (as clergy in full connection with 10+ service) 
 

Proposed 3/4-Time Schedule: 

•  Actively working 5 days per week  
•  (Monday & Tuesday off with transitional exceptions) 
•  Preparing & preaching one less Sundays per month* 
•  Present evenings as necessary only 
•  11 months per year (Possibly June off, since organist               

 is traditionally off July-August) 
•  Paid time off: Remains the same 
•  

*This asterisk holds a treasure trove of possibilities! 
Stay tuned and please “speak up” if you have ideas or questions! 
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2021 Poinsettia Dedications 

This past Christmas we decorated the Christmas Tree  
in our sanctuary with poinsettias in honor and memory  
of our loved ones. Poinsettias were dedicated as follows: 

 

 
More poinsettias adorned the tree to represent  

others not named here that we hold dear in our hearts. 



PPUMC Service Projects Update 
 
PPUMC closed 2021 raising more than $3,000 in support 
of three service projects:  
• The MN Diaper Bank ($1,184.95)   
• Glendale Food Shelf Thanksgiving Baskets  ($919.75 - 
       covering the entire cost of this project), and  
• Afghan Refugees ($1251.41).  
 
On the Monday before Thanksgiving, PPUMC members  
Vicki Coleman-Scott, Jan Ekern, Ginia Klamecki, Rebekah  
Richards and Donna Shaheen volunteered at Glendale Food 
Shelf to help fill bags with potatoes, onions, pie crusts, 
cranberry sauce, turkeys and more. Thank you!  

 
Thank you to all for your support  

with these efforts. 
 

Below is a thank you note received from the Diaper Bank of 
MN. 
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Did you know?   

• 578 people have arrived in MN since September, that’s 163 
families. 

• The state of MN houses new arrivals at a hotel in Blooming-
ton where they await placement in apartments or houses.  
499 individuals have stayed at the hotel. 

• 211 are currently at the hotel. 
• 288 people have moved out and are in permanent housing. 
• 55% of the people at the hotel are children.  At any given 

time of day you can find someone wanting to play Uno with 
you! 

• Staff and volunteers have set up a complete clothing thrift 
store at the hotel for the benefit of the refugees.  

 

How can you help? 
 

• Donate items.  All donations should be brought to:  
      Holiday Inn Express,  
      7770 Johnson Avenue South in Bloomington.  
      The front desk is open 24/7. 
      Check out this Afghan Amazon Wish List. 
      Current needs at the top of the list are:   
      Men’s belts, boys clothing sizes 8-12, Rice cookers. 

 

• Volunteer at the hotel.   
       Volunteers are needed at the hotel, doing tasks such as 
       delivering meals, sorting donations, tidying up the thrift  
       store, setting up rooms for new arrivals, or playing with kids.  
       Thank you to volunteers Rebekah Richards and Bradley   
       Gavin!  
 

Contact Rebekah Richards to join a forming Afghan  
Refugees Fundraising Committee or for information on 
how to be a volunteer, which involves becoming a certified  
disaster relief worker through the Salvation Army via online  
videos. It’s very rewarding work!  
(Rebekah: rrichardspiano@gmail.com / 651 468-7058).  
 

Thank you PPUMC’ers! 
 

As a community we have raised money, provided volunteers and 
lifted many prayers in support of this caring work. Thank you so 
very much for whatever it is that you have to give to this effort, 
whether tangible or intangible. We will continue to work and 
pray for these families newly arrived on American soil. 

Supporting Afghan Refugees: 
PPUMC’s Continuing Service Project 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2JYGUP901GXHN?ref_=wl_fv_le&pldnSite=1


January-February Events  
 

                 Weekly: 
 
Open Yoga with Instructor: Leslie Ball 
Mon. 6pm/ Wed. 5:30pm /Sat. 11am  
Email leslie@leslieball.com for details. 
 

 PUMC Choir Rehearsal: POSTPONED 
 Typically on Wednesday evenings in the sanctuary, the 
 PPUMC choir is placing a hold on rehearsals during  
 this time of increased COVID-19 cases in our state, and 
 a new variant emerging. More on page 9. 

 
Movement/Stretching Class 
Saturdays 8:30 – 9am  
Start your day by centering your mind and body.  
Join Zoom Meeting 

      https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85828456150 
                  Meeting ID: 858 2845 6150  
        Audio-only by phone: 1-312-626-6799 
 
                  Upcoming Monthly: 

 
PPUMC Administrative Council Meeting 
Tuesday, February 8 at 6:30 pm  online via Zoom.   
All are welcome.  Contact Ann DeGroot for Zoom link: 
ann.marie.degroot@gmail.com. 

 
 

The PPUMC Men’s Group will meet Saturday,  
February 19, 8:30-11 a.m, anticipated via Zoom only. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89017713685?
pwd=T2hMazNTa0FVV0xjT0N4ZXVMaGRKdz09 

       Meeting ID: 890 1771 3685 
       Passcode: 122345 
 

Special Event: PPUMC Annual Winter Retreat 
 

Get ready for a day of fun in the snow, by the fire 
(outside) and online! Saturday, February 19 is 
the PPUMC Annual Winter Retreat.   
See page 10 for details. 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89017713685?pwd=T2hMazNTa0FVV0xjT0N4ZXVMaGRKdz09


Volume 64 Issue 1 Page 10 

PPUMC Winter Retreat 
Saturday, February 19! 

 
COVID is forcing us to cancel our Camp Koronis  
reservation, but it can’t make us cancel our fun.  

 

We’ll have: 
 

• Sledding 
• a medallion hunt  (Kristi Adams will coordinate this for 

us again – Thank you, Kristi!)  
• a bonfire 
• smores outside at Como Park 
• online games (Scattergories, Code Names,  
      Balderdash and more), and 
• a trivia competition  
• You can also make a reservation to tour the Como Zoo. 
 

Thank you to those who attended the  
Zoom planning meeting January 17.  

 
Please contact Rebekah Richards  

if you’d like to help with the retreat  
or have other ideas for fun retreat activities. 

 rrichardspiano@gmail.com  
651 468-7058 

 
 

mailto:rrichardspiano@gmail.com


February is Black History Month 

Black History Month is an annual celebration of  
achievements by African Americans and a time for  
recognizing their central role in U.S. history. Noted  
historian Carter G. Woodson and other prominent African 
Americans championed this recognition. Since 1976, every 
U.S. president has officially designated the month of  
February as Black History Month. Other countries around 
the world, including Canada and the United Kingdom, also 
devote a month to celebrating Black history.  

 
Here in Minneapolis, there will be numerous ways to  
observe Black History Month, including museum exhibits, 
and online and in-person events. The Minnesota African 
American Heritage Museum and Gallery has a quilt-based 
exhibit: to have never known by Kehayr Brown-Ransaw, 
MAAHMG Artist-In-Residence, about the trans-Atlantic 
slave trade. Another at the MIA, Racism as a Public Health 
Crisis: Youth and Professional Artists Respond features art 
by Minneapolis and St. Paul high school students that  
address the racism in their lives and on the health of their 
families and in society. This exhibit runs until February 6, 
2022.  
 
Black History Month beckons us not only to consider the 
past, but the present and future of the Black experience. 
We have the opportunity for a better future based on our 
actions of today. The PPUMC website has racial justice re-
sources that can help us as we strive towards antiracism 
within our community and beyond.  
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https://www.minneapolis.org/calendar/holidays/black-history-month/
https://www.minneapolis.org/calendar/holidays/black-history-month/
https://www.maahmg.org/
https://www.maahmg.org/
https://new.artsmia.org/exhibition/racism-as-a-public-health-crisis-youth-and-professional-artists-respond
https://new.artsmia.org/exhibition/racism-as-a-public-health-crisis-youth-and-professional-artists-respond
https://www.prospectparkchurch.org/racial-justice-resources/
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PPUMC Choir 
 

Keep On Singing!  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
As choir director here at PPUMC, I feel pretty 
darn comfortable speaking for the entire  
congregation when I say we ALL love to sing, 
especially when together in the sanctuary. Ah, 
those sweet sounds! Of course, it has been 
nearly two years since we’ve last shared that 
gift in person; and yet, we’ve created new ways 
to join our voices together in song every single 
week…and we will continue on that journey!  
 
The reflection on the next page comes from 
Liz Miller, pastor of Edgewood United Church 
in East Lansing, Michigan, who offers up her 
own perspective on what it means to sing out 
with courage, conviction…and much joy – 
wherever you are. Keep on singing!  
 
Dave Nyberg, 
PPUMC Choir Director 
davenyberg@comcast.net 
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If You Want to Sing Out 

(From Still Speaking Daily Devotional)  

Be filled with the Spirit, as you sing 
psalms and hymns and  
spiritual songs among yourselves, 
singing and making melody to the 
Lord in your hearts.  
- Ephesians 5:18b-19 (NRSV)  
 
I come from a family that never lets our inability to carry a 
tune prevent us from singing as boldly and as often as  
possible. If melodious voices waft, ours cut through the air 
like strong cheese. Whether we are at a shopping mall or in 
Sunday worship, when a familiar song begins, we join in 
with the only dynamics we know – loud and unashamed.  
 

I have a distinct childhood memory of sitting in a church 
pew, my mother and grandmother on either side of me, 
each of us bellowing the opening hymn. The person in front 
of us slyly glanced over their shoulder to see who belonged 
to the voices that stood out from the otherwise harmonious 
congregation. My mom made eye contact and offered a    
joy-filled grin as explanation.  

The sacredness of church music has nothing to do with 
soaring soloists or tight harmonies. When we invite  
everyone gathered to turn to page 476 and unite our voices, 
we practice Christ’s all-inclusive love. There are no  
auditions required, only a willingness to risk the  
vulnerability of being heard.  

 

Church is a place where children who are too 
young to read, adults who never learned to read 
music, and elders who have all the words  
memorized are invited to make music  
together in praise of our Creator. Singing  
reminds me that God gave me a voice; singing 
together gives me the courage to use it. 

 
Liz Miller, 
Pastor, Edgewood United Church  
East Lansing, MI 
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Lent 2022:  
Ash Wednesday, March 2 - Easter April 17 

 

Here is a sampling of the Devotional that will be part of our  
Lenten journey this year. Produced by SALT, we will open it  
together on Sundays and share some of our practices. 
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A New Year—A Renewed Covenant 
  

New Year's resolutions notoriously end up broken. 
But we are people in covenant with God. Caring for God's  
creation is part of our covenant. Yes, we can and do fail to uphold 
our part, but—Good News!—God is faithful and extends to us the 
grace of beginning again. The New Year signals another grace-
filled beginning. The challenge is great, sometimes  
overwhelming, but God's Holy Spirit guides and sustains us.   
Thanks be to God! 
 
Start the new year with a new mindset. Along with everyone else, 
you’ve been pushed into seeing yourself as a “consumer”—that is, 
one who uses things up and tosses them out. You can make a  
significant change in yourself and ultimately for the good of the 
earth by changing the way you think. Explore being 
a minimalist as a practical and faithful way of being. 
  
You may not think of Martin Luther King, Jr. in relationship to 
the environment, but corporate and governmental practices that 
despoil the land or water affect people of color to a far greater 
degree than richer and whiter communities. King stood against 
racism, including environmental racism. Caring for creation 
also means working for justice. Honor his legacy with action 
on behalf of people of color and indigenous tribes. 
  
According to Project Drawdown, the #3 effective solution for 
dealing with the climate crisis is to minimize food waste. 
Some food-waste issues are systemic, but many come down to 
things individuals and families can do. Plan meals, buy local, buy 
less, buy in-season, buy organic, store appropriately, use the 
freezer, reduce the intake of beef and other meat, grow veggies, 
eat leftovers, make soup and smoothies, compost peelings and 
ends, share with others. Eat happily, knowing you are helping us 
all.    
 
 

https://umcreationjustice.org. 

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=a96fa49c5a&e=c0ba49b269
https://umcreationjustice.org/
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Reflection 

Why Write? 

 

Most spiritual traditions say, in one way or another, “Who 
you think you are is not the whole of who you are.”  During 
these catastrophic times, I find this premise a tremendous 
source of hope.  It also clarifies why writing is for me a  
spiritual practice, and why I continue to put so much faith 
in the creative process.  Consider these examples: 
 

1. I jot down an ordinary dream in my journal—my  
      parents, happy in the kitchen, preparing scallops for a  
      celebratory meal.  Were it not my habit to record dreams 
      first thing in the morning, this one is so small and  
      unremarkable, it would have slipped into oblivion.   
      But my sleepy handwriting reflects it back to me a  
      second time:  My dead parents have appeared in a  
      dream!  And they’re cooking scallops, Coquilles St.  
      Jacques, the very dish my mother was eating when she  
      went into labor with me!  The dream itself is a raw,  
      unprocessed gift; writing cooks it up and serves it. 
 
2.  I’m madly drafting a young adult novel, pounding out a   
     thousand words a day in hopes of giving a complete  
     manuscript to my daughter as a Christmas present.   
     Without any planning on my part, the main character  
     turns out to be terrified of heights and the fun, gentle  
     theater cat attacks a visitor.  Novelists often say their  
     characters surprise them, so this in itself isn’t a surprise.  
     But the secret architecture of the book, how it moves into 
     my day like a jungle gym for the heart and how 
     desperately I want to play in that world—these             
     sensations astound me.  Imaginative work can tap depths 
     I can barely articulate, and this is awe-inspiring. 
 
3. The first of the month rolls around and once again I 

have no clue what I’ll write for my newsletter.  I rack my 
brain on the twenty minute walk to my office, and then 
back—for days.  What’s niggling at me? I ask.   
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    What might readers need to hear?  I have no idea.  
    Finally, I sit down at my computer, open a blank  
    document, and the words I recently heard Cynthia  
    Bourgeault speak—“Who you think you are is not the  
    whole of who you are”—pop into my head.  Spiritual  
    pronouncements make terrible openings, I think.  I type 
    it out anyway because I have to start somewhere.  What 
    will happen?  Remarkably, this happens.  Why?  Where  
    did it come from? 
 

The whole of who I am, who you are, who we are together, 
is more than we know.  As the layers of our world’s crises 
thicken, we desperately need to remember this.  Who we 
think we are will never be big enough to solve our  
interlocking problems.  In the coming year, whatever your  
practice, please join me in tapping into the wondrous well 
of mystery. 
 
 --Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew is a published author, writing instructor 
and spiritual director living in Minneapolis, MN.  



 

 
 
Guillermo Velasquez   January 9  
AK Hed Vincent    January 18  
Kate Wulf     January 19  
Dave Robinson    January 22 
Kristi Adams    January 26  
 

Haley Erickson   February 8 
Mark Kristensen   February 10 
Nancy Kristensen   February 10 
Janet WestLee   February 11 
Patsy Olsen    February 12 
Cindy Davies    February 15 
Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew  February 15 
Anne Dillon    February 19 
Mary Parish    February 22 
Ke Yu     February 22 
Laura Dillon    February 23 
Pat Veum-Smith   February 23 
Marilee Johnson   February 24 
Danneka Halverson   February 27 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Angela and AK Hed Vincent February 2 
Lucy Suits and Brogan Flanagan February 14 
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For corrections or additions to this list 
please contact Anna Rieth 

612-378-2380 
office@prospectparkchurch.org 

♥ Happy Anniversary  

♥ Happy Birthday 



                PPUMC Sunday Schedule: 

In-Person & Online 
Worship: 10 a.m.  

 
 
 

 

Join Worship through Zoom  
on your computer or smartphone:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222  
on your phone: dial-in/audio only:  +1 312 626 6799  
meeting ID: 890 2756 1222 # 

IMPORTANT: Our Zoom link changes occasionally. 
The most current link can always be found on our 
website immediately prior to the event. 

The Ministers are all the people of the church:  
“The world is our parish.” 

 

PPUMC Staff:  
 

Pastor: Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman  
Administrative Assistant: Anna Rieth 

Choir Director/Song Leader: David Nyberg  
Organist/Music Director: Frank Trnka  

Sanctuary Musicians: Kathy Webb; Alan Husby  
Communications Associate: Cassie Davies-Juhnke  

Onsite Custodian: Cullen Olsen  
Lay Leader: Ann DeGroot 

 

Sunday Morning Zoom Team:  
Cassie Davies-Juhnke, Cathy Velasquez Eberhart, Mike Hvidsten, 

Ginia Klamecki, Dave Nyberg, Steve Ozanne; Anna Rieth 
 

Please Note New Email Addresses! 
Pastor Chris: 612-965-0178 /pastor@prospectparkchurch.org 

Church office/Anna: 612-378-2380 /office@prospectparkchurch.org 
Communications/Cassie: communications@prospectparkchurch.org 

 
 

Please contact Anna Rieth to schedule onsite activities:  
office@prospectparkchurch.org/612-378-2380 

Quiet hours are in effect 10 pm—8:30 am 
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THE PEOPLE OF PPUMC  
STAND WITH THE MAJORITY OF THE MN CONFERENCE 

 IN REJECTING THE TRADITIONAL PLAN APPROVED AT GC 2019.  
WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO FULL INCLUSION OF ALL PERSONS.  

 

LOVE GROWS HERE.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222__;!!CQl3mcHX2A!XxhVpASh8GkJ5_B61nvx_GWUSD3dU0-mAcLraKAyYgjzPjWzguCR-uVN5DNWzkrOUmU$
http://www.prospectparkchurch.org/events/online-worship-8/
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