
 
P R O S P E C T U S  

December 2021 

We seek to be an inclusive Christian community 

 that affirms faith in God and spiritual growth  

with a commitment to justice  

and stewardship of God’s creation. 

 

 

See page 5  for Advent & Christmas Calendar 

 & 

You 
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Poinsettia Dedications 

 

This Christmas we will  
decorate the Christmas Tree  

in our sanctuary  
with poinsettias 

 in honor and memory  
of our loved ones. 

 
 
 

Would you like to dedicate a flower 
 in the name of a loved one?  

There is no cost involved.  
Simply provide a name or names to Anna in the office  

(office@prospectparkchurch.org / 612-378-2380) 
and we will add a poinsettia to the tree  

and a name to our list of those  
we hold close this time of year. 

 

Please let Anna Rieth know if you would like to 
 dedicate one or more flowers,  

along with the names of those you would like to honor,  
by Friday, December 17. 
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Pastor’s Corner 

“Making merry,” is a wonderful expression, if you take it 
seriously. It can mean more than a Holiday Party after the Secret 
Santa exchange at the office. It can mean that in the midst of  
increasing pressure, fear, anxiety, need and grief, we make,  
literally, make our way toward hope: God breaking into history 
with a word of love and freedom for suffering humankind. Hope 
isn’t easy. It’s not optimism. It’s a decision to choose love over 
very real fear. I hope you will read Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew’s 
writing on later pages, as our Advent Prospectus begins and ends 
with the message of the angels to, “Fear not.” Why? Because fear 
is not our Ruler. Fear is not the last word. That would be love. 

 
And we are 
about the 
works and 
wonder of 
love this 
Christmas 
Season. You 
will find a 
calendar of 
Advent 
Sundays 
and the 
Christmas 
Eve plans 
following 
this note. 

Pictured above is the Maker’s Desk presently near the front of the 
sanctuary. It contains hand-made marvels and practicalties...and 
a few other kinds of makings. You can see “Love Grows Here” 
embroidered in bright colors on a dish towel and the tiny image 
of Jesus on the resting thaumatrope beside it. The candle table is 
blanketed by a quilted runner, and many of you will recognize 
objects on the shelves, waiting to be savored and explored. The 
truth is that we are such prolific makers, there will only be time 
for a selection of the glories. 
 
We choose to make and to share. That is a recipe for “merry,” in a 
deep and hopeful and loving sense of the word. We also make 
decisions, and I very much hope you will choose to be part of the 
conversation after worship on the 12th of December when we talk 
about the possibility of the congregation going forward with a  
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three-quarters time pastor. The proposed idea is that in 2022 we 
would request what is called an incremental adjustment in the 
clergy appointment at PPUMC to three-quarters time. Some of 
you may recall that the move to a full-time pastor was made as 
Rev. Elton Brown transitioned away from PPUMC. We are being 
presented the opportunity to explore a model for leadership that 
aligns our values with our resources, plans and possibilities. 
 
This new way forward will take some making. We’ll need to  
identify priorities. We’ll need to be oh so very honest about our 
capacities. In the process we’ll make some measuring sticks, by 
which I mean, we’ll build some marks to measure by. We’ll want 
to know what works. We may need to tinker. So, we’ll talk after 
worship on the 12th – and make a decision.  
 
The next Sunday, after worship on the 19th (which will feature an 
online, interactive, DIY Christmas pageant you will hear more 
about very soon!!) we will hold a Charge Conference, a business 
meeting, to approve staff compensation and overall budget for 
2022. We will call to order, hear about the budget, and take a 
vote. Then we’ll make a heart basket – I’ll demonstrate the 
fourth of our Advent paper makings – for those who remain to 
chat. 
 
On Christmas Eve the sanctuary will be filled with prayerful  
stations, so that your household may come and go as you like 
during the afternoon, experiencing the sacred wonder. I will be 
there throughout, and others will join for a time, too. This will be 
friendly to guests and visitors, as well. Then, at 4:00 we will have 
a candlelight service featuring the gospel narrative of love over 
fear that brings us together. God, putting on humanity like a  
mitten and reaching in and stirring our hearts, and minds and 
souls back to life. Making of us vessels of hope, peace, joy, and, 
as promised, the last word: love. 
 

Blessings of wild wonder, 

Pastor Chris 
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 Advent & Christmas Calendar 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 28  
was the first Sunday of Advent.  

 

We proclaimed the theme of the week as hope. 
We lit the “Prophecy Candle” in the Advent wreath  

and remembered those who foretold, and still foretell  
God With Us. 

 
Sunday, December 5: second Sunday of Advent. 

 

We light the peace candle, the “Angel’s Candle,”  
once more joining the heavenly host declaring,  

“Peace on Earth, Good Will to All.” 
 

Sunday, December 12: third Sunday of Advent. 
 

Gaudete (joyful) Sunday, we light the “Shepherd’s Candle,” 
in the spirit of joy. We push back the cold of winter  

with the warmth of our songs. 
 
Sunday, December 19: fourth Sunday of Advent. 
 

We light the “Bethlehem Candle.”  
It symbolizes faith or love, and is a reminder of the  

ancient—and present—journey to Bethlehem. 
 

Friday, December 24 is Christmas Eve. 
 

There will be opportunity for quiet community and  
contemplation in the sanctuary during the afternoon,  

culminating in a 4:00 p.m. candlelight service  
both in person and by Zoom. 

 
Saturday, December 25: Merry Christmas! 

We continue to encourage everyone's safety during the  
on-going pandemic. The current PPUMC COVID-19  

guidelines can be found on our website and  
by clicking HERE.  

https://www.prospectparkchurch.org/covid-response-updates/
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2022 Stewardship Update 
 
Our 2022 Stewardship Campaign is underway. We are 
moving steadily toward our total fundraising goal of $130,000 
thanks to the generosity of many who have pledged. We have 
gathered $96,000 in pledges to date, bringing us to nearly 
75% of our goal!  

Please continue to consider what you can give in the coming year 
to keep the PPUMC community solid and moving toward a  
vibrant next year!  
 

To make a pledge or one time donation online, click HERE. If 
you have any other questions, please contact the pastor or 
the church office. Thank you for your prayerful support.  

 
 
 
 

November Service Project: Raises $920 for  
Glendale Food Shelf Thanksgiving Baskets 

 
Our November service project was in support of  Glendale 
Food Shelf's Thanksgiving Baskets.  This food shelf, which 
is 4 blocks from our church, serves people in the Glendale  
Townhomes and other people in the neighborhood.   
 

On Monday before Thanksgiving five PPUMC volunteers helped 
fill bags with potatoes, onions, pie crusts, cranberry sauce,  
turkeys and more.  Thank you to Ginia Klamecki, Jan Ekern, 
Donna Shaheen, Vickie Coleman-Scott and Rebekah Richards  
for helping.   
 

Thank you to our generous congregation for making monetary 
donations so the food shelf can afford to do this. 

https://prospectparkchurch.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=637aaf28cfdde62f13e9eb466&id=d6ce7db936&e=fddc0e6c5c
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Minnesota is in the process of welcoming around 850 Afghan 
refugees, over 50% of whom are children.  Some have already 
arrived, others will be here soon. Service agencies are scram-
bling to find housing, translators, and social services for these 
families.   

Already PPUMC members have opened their hearts and wallets 
to welcome these people.  Money was raised at the Fall Food and 

Art Festival for the 
International  
Institute of  
Minnesota's  
Afghan Refugee 
Family Fund.   

This organization has a long and strong history of supporting 
refugees and immigrants from around the world.  Throughout 
December we will continue to raise money for this fund.   
A financial donation is the most meaningful way to support the 
Institute's resettlement efforts. Our contributions will support 
the costs of resettling Afghan evacuees: 50% of our gifts will be 
used to cover the direct costs of resettlement (rent payments, 
deposit, and other needed supplies) and 50% will be used to  
provide services (immigration legal support, finding housing, 
registering for school, securing health insurance,  
employment help, and other resources).   
 
Donations can be made through the PPUMC website under  
special offerings.  Just put Afghan refugees in the memo 
box.  Checks, made out to PPUMC, with Afghan Refugees in the 
memo line, can be mailed to the church at 22 Orlin Ave SE,  
Minneapolis, MN  55414.   
 
These refugees will need long-term support so we will be  
forming a committee to organize a few fundraisers through the 
winter.  If you would be interested in serving on the Afghan  
Refugee Fundraising Committee, please contact Rebekah 
(rrichardspiano@gmail.com 651 468-7058).  Ideas we have 
tossed around are a garage sale, a soup and baked goods take-
out weekend, a dinner of Afghan food. Please stay tuned for 
more information! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporting Afghan Refugees: 
PPUMC’s December Service Project 

https://iimn.org/afghanistan/
https://iimn.org/afghanistan/
https://iimn.org/afghanistan/
https://iimn.org/afghanistan/
https://iimn.org/afghanistan/
https://secure.myvanco.com/YHHB/campaign/C-10VSY
https://secure.myvanco.com/YHHB/campaign/C-10VSY
mailto:rrichardspiano@gmail.com


December Events 
 
Open Yoga with Instructor: Leslie Ball 
Mon. 6pm/ Wed. 5:30pm /Sat. 11am  
Email leslie@leslieball.com for details. 
 

 PUMC Choir Rehearsal: POSTPONED 
 Typically on Wednesday evenings in the sanctuary, the 
 PPUMC choir is placing a hold on rehearsals during  
 this time of increased COVID-19 cases in our state, and 
 a new variant emerging. More on page 9. 

 
Movement/Stretching Class 
Saturdays 8:30 – 9am  
Start your day by centering your mind and body.  
Join Zoom Meeting 

      https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85828456150 
                  Meeting ID: 858 2845 6150  
        Audio-only by phone: 1-312-626-6799 

 
PPUMC Administrative Council Meeting 
Tuesday, December 14 at 6:30 pm  online via Zoom.   
All are welcome.  Contact Ann DeGroot for Zoom link: 
ann.marie.degroot@gmail.com. 
 

 

The PPUMC Men’s Group will meet Saturday,  
December 18, 8:30-11 a.m via Zoom only. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89017713685?
pwd=T2hMazNTa0FVV0xjT0N4ZXVMaGRKdz09 

       Meeting ID: 890 1771 3685 
       Passcode: 122345 
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See page 5  
for Advent  

and  
Christmas  
Calendar. 

 

mailto:leslie@leslieball.com
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85828456150&sa=D&ust=1588531024185000&usg=AOvVaw2Hea1oOf0YfSLAew4H6ywT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89017713685?pwd=T2hMazNTa0FVV0xjT0N4ZXVMaGRKdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89017713685?pwd=T2hMazNTa0FVV0xjT0N4ZXVMaGRKdz09
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PPUMC Choir 

 

The Countless Gifts of Song  
 
Under ‘normal circumstances’, this would be one of the 
busiest times of the year for the PPUMC Choir; nothing 
says “choral bliss” quite like Advent. Of course, these are 
not normal times and the ensemble continues to stay on 
‘high alert’ with the on-going spread of COVID infections 
across the state. Disappointed? Most certainly. Defeated? 
NEVER, as we know God provides…always. 
 
For instance, Pastor Chris recently discovered an online 
musical Advent Calendar that can be shared and enjoyed 
by everyone this holiday season, no matter the location or 
time of day. This gift of song comes from Gloriae Dei  
Cantores, a world-class choral organization based at The 
Church of the Transfiguration near Boston, MA. Their  
offering is a new song each day of Advent that you can find 
by clicking on the appropriate image located in their online 
Advent calendar, which you’ll find at: 
 
www.gdcrecordings.com/advent-calendar-2021.   
 
Of course, we’ll continue to sing and share as much music 
as possible during Sunday worship throughout Advent. 
And, who knows - perhaps we’ll hold a holiday hymn sing 
in-person once it’s safe to bring everyone back to the  
sanctuary. “Joy to the World” in the middle of spring 
sounds like a delightful way to celebrate together!  
 
The PPUMC Choir wishes you and yours peace, hope and 
light this Advent Season. 
 

Dave Nyberg 
PPUMC Choir Director 
davenyberg@comcast.net 
 

http://www.gdcrecordings.com/advent-calendar-2021
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Celebrating God's Gifts  
  

Christmas is a renewed opportunity to celebrate the gift of Jesus 
coming into our lives. It's also a time to show love for God's other 
gift—creation.  Did you know the holiday season in America  
generates 25% more trash, plus more food waste and more  
emissions than the rest of the year? In the name of Jesus, we can 
be care-full as we celebrate.  
 
This Christmas season take to heart John Wesley’s Rule for 
Christian Living: “Do all the good you can, by all the means you 
can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the 
times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can!” 
“Doing good” doesn’t have to be expensive. Be thoughtful 
about what you give to others and to God’s creation.  
 
Consider giving your children or grandchildren one of God’s  
creations to love. Visit the World Wildlife Fund gift center. WWF 
offers adoption options for more than 100 amazing creatures. 
Some adoptions include a cute plush animal. Alternatively, you 
can purchase the stuffed toy from another source. Either 
way, give the gift and talk with your young person about 
loving all of God’s creatures.   
 
Select your tree carefully. Live trees that you can replant are 
kindest to the environment. A tree harvested from an organic 
tree farm will likely be replaced at the farm with two others that 
will also combat climate change. Plastic trees need to be used at 
least 10 years to keep their impact below that of live-tree options. 
Be sure to use LED lights on whichever choice works for you.  

 
 
For more about the UM Creation Justice 
Movement, go to  
https://umcreationjustice.org. 
 

 

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=efd2458da1&e=c0ba49b269
https://umcreationjustice.org/
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Update on the Parsonage 
 

The PPUMC parsonage is eager 
to welcome its new owners,  
Trena and Max! December 6 has 
been established as the closing 
date at 30 Orlin Ave SE. 
 

They are the perfect couple to 
carry on a tradition of love in 
the home. Below is an excerpt of 
a letter they sent to PPUMC.  

 
To the members of Prospect Park United Methodist Church -  

We are Trena and Max, a young couple celebrating nearly four months 
of marriage. We have lived in Minneapolis for several years now, and 
value the strong sense of community that this city exudes. We are both 
professionals in our mid-30s. Trena is a social worker who specializes in 
child welfare, with a focus on working alongside the Indigenous  
community in the urban area. Max is an attorney that specializes in 
child protection law, trying to ensure that children and families are safe 
and receiving all of the support that they need amidst life’s challenges. 
We have long wanted to live in Prospect Park and have waited for some 
time for the perfect home to come along. We truly believe 30 Orlin Ave 
is that home that will offer us a unique opportunity to grow as a family 
and in community with those who value and care for this area as much 
as we do.  
 
Our hope is to live in this house for decades to come, and foster  
respectful relationships with our neighbors. It is our hope (God  
willing!)... to raise children that will eventually fill the neighborhood 
with more laughter and joy, whether at the playground and halls of 
Pratt Community School or along the winding sidewalks of the  
neighborhood. We also believe the presence of a faith community  
immediately next to us would contribute to their sense of belonging and 
respect for their community and world. As individuals who have been 
raised in supportive faith communities, we very much value the impact 
these communities have had on us.  
 
While we have never attended Prospect Park United Methodist Church, 
we have acquainted ourselves with your website and appreciate your 
dedication to Faith in Action, the principle of “radically inclusive love,” 
and the values shared there. Simply put, we cannot think of a better 
place to raise our children than at the intersection of Malcolm and  
Orlin. Thank you for considering our offer.  
 
With sincere gratitude, Trena and Max  
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Reflection 

For Behold 

 

“Fear not, for behold: I bring you glad tidings of great joy.” I’ve listened 
to these words, sung them, shouted them from a church basement, and 
read them hundreds of times. 

They are the great refrain of Christmas. 

This year they strike me differently, however, because this year I am 
afraid. 

I’m afraid because my parents are no longer here, which on most days is 
just sad but then sometimes feels like the ground under me is heaving 
and no longer trustworthy. I’m afraid because, walking to work last 
week in below-freezing temperatures, I passed through a happy flock of 
robins—the climate is in crisis; what used to be predictable is no longer, 
and we humans seem incapable of changing our behaviors. I’m afraid 
because the fragile democratic structures I’ve always assumed would 
serve the common good are threatened by big money, foreign  
interference, and partisan politics—and, I now know, have never served 
people of color fairly. I’m afraid of the anger toward difference flaring 
across our country. I’m afraid of this pandemic, and the next.  Some 
nights I wake up with my heart beating furiously for no reason at all. 
I’m simply afraid. 
 
“Fear not,” the angels tell the shepherds. Their glad tiding is the birth of 
Jesus, which, as I understand it, is a touch-point between creator and 
creation: Holiness pouring itself into humanity, in Bethlehem, yes, but 
also in my parents who died too young and in those confused robins and 
in our government institutions, however broken. Love is always  
knocking at the door, always seeking places to be born. Sometimes I’m 
good at welcoming it, others not—just like my country, just like humans 
everywhere. 
 
“Fear not,” the angels sing, as though the biggest hindrance to love’s 
birth is fear. I see this more easily in others than in myself. When  
people are frightened that immigrants will take their jobs or when 
Christians feel threatened by Muslims or when white police officers are 
scared of Black men or when healthy people are afraid mask mandates 
will steal their freedom, fear quickly morphs into reactive prejudice. It’s 
nigh impossible to open your heart if you’re blaming someone else for 
your circumstances.  
 
But myself? I’m more apt to implode, to feel the urgency of our world’s 
problems so intensely that I shut down. Over five million dead from 
Covid? Sea levels threatening the existence of whole countries?  
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Four hundred thirty-four million guns in civilian possession in the 
United States? My terror makes me want to crawl back to bed. In the 
dead of night, what the angels ask—to face reality without fear—seems 
not just impossible; it seems foolhardy. 

I’m reminded of the resounding words of Dame Julian, the anchoress 
at Norwich: “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of 
things shall be well.” We might dismiss Julian as Pollyanna had she not 
survived the ravages of the bubonic plague, which scholars now  
estimate wiped out 40-60 percent of England’s population, the  
economic devastation of the Hundred Years’ War, and the consequent 
bloody havoc of the Peasants’ Revolt. Historians speculate that a few of 
Julian’s children died, and we know Julian herself was so gravely ill at 
one point that she had a near-death experience. Julian was no stranger 
to suffering. She, too, I’m convinced, was “sore afraid,” and so her 
words comfort me. Somehow, I can take in radical words of assurance 
more readily from a flesh-and-blood woman than heavenly host. 
Are the angels or Julian patting us on the head, saying, “There, there. 
Everything’s going to be hunky-dory”? No. They know otherwise. 
 
Oddly, the fear the angels try to assuage is the shepherds’ terror at the 
angels themselves. Angels messed with the shepherds’ sense of reality. 
They are supernatural, and breeches to the natural order appall us—so 
much so that today many don’t even believe in such angels. “Don’t be 
afraid of this co-mingling of holiness and matter,” the angels might be 
saying to the shepherds, and to us. “Trust us. This moment is cause for 
joy.” 
 
What Julian knew, what the angels announced, is a Christmas reality I 
still can barely grasp. Both drew their conviction from a mysterious 
source. In an oppressive, militaristic region, a needy couple far from 
home made space for possibility. Suffering isn’t miraculously alleviat-
ed; suffering becomes the context and means for the birth of God. 
“Fear not” and “All shall be well” speak to a different order of hope  
entirely, one that offers companionship and meaning and possibility 
within the awfulness of today. Black theologian  Barbara Holmes calls 

this “crisis contemplation.” “There is little that we can do, but we can 
be. We can listen. We can love our neighbors, and we can host the  
Spirit that flutters over every dawning day.” 
 
I  wonder if, as I’m waking up to hard realities that I’ve previously 
avoided —death and environmental degradation and systemic  
injustice—love wants to be born through even my fear. I wonder if fear 
itself, if welcomed lovingly,  can crack me open. I want a level of trust 
I’ve not yet known. The angels keep announcing the birth of love.  
Maybe this year I can let it in. 

 
Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew is a published author, writing instructor and 
spiritual director living in Minneapolis, MN. She shares her monthly 
blogpost here and at: http://www.elizabethjarrettandrew.com/.  
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Carol Aasen & Erik Kristoffersen December 14 
Nan & Chuck Boody   December 31 

 
 

Birthdays and anniversaries displayed on this page are  
generated from the PPUMC database.  
Please contact Anna Rieth in the office  

for corrections or additions at:  
612-378-2380 / office@prospectparkchurch.org. 

 

♥ Happy Anniversary  

♥ Happy Birthday 

Judy Bratt     December 9 
Gwynneth Jarrett   December 10 
Edward Chapman   December 13 
Kent Elliott Allen   December 16 
Carol Aasen    December 18 
Jake Velasquez Eberhart  December 18 
MJ Walthers    December 19 



                PPUMC Sunday Schedule: 

In-Person & Online 
Worship: 10 a.m.  

 
 
 

 

Join Worship through Zoom  
on your computer or smartphone:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222  
on your phone: dial-in/audio only:  +1 312 626 6799  
meeting ID: 890 2756 1222 # 

IMPORTANT: Our Zoom link changes occasionally. 
The most current link can always be found on our 
website immediately prior to the event. 

The Ministers are all the people of the church:  
“The world is our parish.” 

 

PPUMC Staff:  
 

Pastor: Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman  
Administrative Assistant: Anna Rieth 

Choir Director/Song Leader: David Nyberg  
Organist/Music Director: Frank Trnka  

Sanctuary Musicians: Kathy Webb; Alan Husby  
Communications Associate: Cassie Davies-Juhnke  

Onsite Custodian: Cullen Olsen  
Lay Leader: Ann DeGroot 

 

Sunday Morning Zoom Team:  
Cassie Davies-Juhnke, Cathy Velasquez Eberhart, Mike Hvidsten, 

Ginia Klamecki, Dave Nyberg, Steve Ozanne; Anna Rieth 
 

Please Note New Email Addresses! 
Pastor Chris: 612-965-0178 /pastor@prospectparkchurch.org 

Church office/Anna: 612-378-2380 /office@prospectparkchurch.org 
Communications/Cassie: communications@prospectparkchurch.org 

 
 

Please contact Anna Rieth to schedule onsite activities:  
office@prospectparkchurch.org/612-378-2380 

Quiet hours are in effect 10 pm—8 am 
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THE PEOPLE OF PPUMC  
STAND WITH THE MAJORITY OF THE MN CONFERENCE 

 IN REJECTING THE TRADITIONAL PLAN APPROVED AT GC 2019.  
WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO FULL INCLUSION OF ALL PERSONS.  

 

LOVE GROWS HERE.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222__;!!CQl3mcHX2A!XxhVpASh8GkJ5_B61nvx_GWUSD3dU0-mAcLraKAyYgjzPjWzguCR-uVN5DNWzkrOUmU$
http://www.prospectparkchurch.org/events/online-worship-8/
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