PROSPECTUS
November 2021
We seek to be an inclusive Christian community
that affirms faith in God and spiritual growth
with a commitment to justice
and stewardship of God’s creation.

PPUMC’s Annual Art Fair & Bazaar
Becomes the Fall Arts & Food Fest for 2021.

See page 3 for details.
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We raised well over $500 for diapers in
October to go to the Diaper Bank of MN.
Thanks to all who could help.

Glendale Food Shelf Thanksgiving Baskets
During the first 3 weeks of November
PPUMC will collect money for the
Glendale Food Shelf’s Thanksgiving baskets.
This year they anticipate giving away 65 baskets.
Each costs approximately $15, for a total of $975.
How close can we come to underwriting this whole cost?
Please give generously by dropping a check in the mail,
made out to PPUMC with Thanksgiving Baskets in the
memo line; or on-line under special offerings.
The Food Shelf is also looking for 3 or 4 people
to assemble the baskets Monday November 22 at 10 am.
If you are interested in being one of these volunteers,
please contact Rebekah Richards
(rrichardspiano@gmail.com, 651 468-7058).
“Freely you have received;
freely give.”
Matthew 10:8
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PPUMC Fall Arts & Food Fest

Delicious Food for Take-Out

prepared by Liz Richards, Ginia Klamecki
and their cooking and baking teams

Handmade Boutique Items of All Kinds
tended by Patsy Olsen and the boutique team
and created by many members of the community

A Dozen Vendors organized by Marilee Johnson:
Judy Bratt....weavings
Pam Harris....paintings & art works
Angela Hed-Vincent....paintings & paper arts
A.K. Hed-Vincent....hand painted drums
Judy Horns....knitted items
Joan Jewett....fabric crafts & baskets
Kelley Ray Jewett....Fair Trade Chocolate
Marilee Johnson....quilted items
Karen Radford....fabric arts
Mary Sicora....fabric bags
Joe Tromiczak....pottery
Velasquez Family Coffee....fair trade coffee!

BRAND NEW THIS YEAR!
Instrumental & Virtual Music Performances
organized by Steve Ozanne and Dave Nyberg
and featuring many musicians from the community

NO Twice Nice Rummage Sale, so no need for donations of used
goods; none will be accepted

Vendors will be responsible for their own sales
and may accept one or more various forms of payment
such as cash, check, or card.
Come prepared and with a bag
to take home the treasures you will find!

COVID-Safety Requirements:
• Mask
•
•

Distance 6-feet from those outside your household

Do not enter, if you are ill, have an elevated temperature

or have been exposed to either.
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Pastor’s Corner
Friends,
I hope you have gotten some mail from PPUMC recently, first, an
invitation to the Fall Arts and Food Fest coming up this next weekend
on its traditional date: the first Saturday in November and second, a
letter introducing this year’s Stewardship season. I hope you received
both. I like the balance of the two.
One, the Fall-Fest, is an invitation to be part of the neighborhood and
community by coming together at the church when it is filled with the
aromas of delicious food and beverage, the sound of voices laughing,
conversing, maybe even bargaining together, the colors and textures
and symmetries of the works of art and the crafts collected and offered
for sale in painting, textiles, pottery, wood and more. It is a sensory
immersion and a time of gathering in the moment to delight in what
has been created.
The other, the invitation to pledge as part of Stewardship season, is
more internal, a chance to consider the quieter way in which we engage
also with neighborhood and community, by providing what we can,
household by household, to build a budget for the year ahead so that we
may continue in our many and various efforts to work as a church in
the world. This is a powerful time of careful consideration and personal
discernment to commit to being part of what is being created.
While the Fall-Fest is like a fountain, displaying our delight in
community and shared abundance, our Stewardship is like the deep
and living well from which it bubbles. One is exciting and action filled,
one is anticipatory, strategic and full of possibilities and decisions. We
bridge between the two. We are purposeful and expressing who and
Whose we are. The story of Jesus intersecting with Mary, Martha and
Lazarus, is being lived out in our midst. Both action and thought are
required in the journey toward rediscovered, recovered life. For the
stories of Mary, Martha and Lazarus see Luke 10:38-42 and
John 11:1-44.
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We have been imagining a mighty crossing for months, stretching into a
second year. We are passing through a challenging period of time, a
wilderness of sorts, in which most if not all of our daily, weekly, life
practices have been disrupted. This disruption and all its fallout is both
personal and public. It is intimately private and going viral all over the
planet. It is as if the paths we all walked fairly simply before, feet firmly
on the ground, have become tightropes that we walk oh so very
carefully in mid-air, balancing risk and possibility, capacity and need,
with each step we take. It is no wonder we are talking about bridging
into a future that we cannot see any more clearly than a driver can see
the other end of the bay when they accelerate onto the Golden Gate
bridge!

We are in bridge crossing times and balance is our necessity!
The balance between contemplation and activity; body and mind...
the balance between risk and possibility; capacity and need...
the balance between introversion and extroversion, together and
apart...
the balance between tradition and revelation – the familiar and the
discovered...
the balance between peace and urgency...
the balance between in-person and virtual...

the balance between agreement and challenge; homogeneity and
diversity.
The balance most central to our Christian community is the balance
between a personal relationship with the Holy and our combined
expression of holiness – in all its balance of question and confidence in
faith. This is the balance of love and justice that is sourced by our individual selves and expressed through the character of our community.
We will continue to diligently and purposefully balance and bridge, so
that what develops is the connection, the strength, the capacity, the joy,
the peace, the power, the confidence, to move in the world as the body
of Christ – the hands and feet of God – each move a step deeper into
and toward the Kin-dom of Heaven. That is the North Star of our
crossing and our lives, a world made new – and balanced, bridging
between now and then, here and there; history and eternity. We may
never stand on either shore – ever or ever again – but living on the
bridge we are building into the next generation is exactly what we are
called here to do.

Wild blessings,
Pastor Chris
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Poet’s Place
PRAYER TO GOD THE HEALER
In the comfort of your love,
I pour out to you
The memories that haunt me,
The anxieties that perplex me,
The fears that stifle me,
The sickness that prevails upon me
And the frustration of pain
That weaves about within me.
God, Help me to feel
Your peace in my turmoil,
Your compassion in my sorrow,
Your forgiveness in my weakness,
Your love in my need.
Touch me, Oh God,
with your own healing power and strength,
Amen
-From St. Joseph Medical Center, Brainerd, MN,
adapted by Joy DeHarrporte.

Joy DeHarpporte is a longtime PPUMC member and retired school
teacher. In addition to writing poetry, she is an advocate for social
justice.
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Thank You, God!
In the midst of the incessant onslaught of bad news,
it's time to give thanks for all that is good.
Challenge family and friends to swap out a traditional meatbased dish for one from plants. In a four-person household,
making the change just once a week is the equivalent of
removing the emissions from driving a car for five weeks. You’ll
have more to celebrate and be thankful for.
Are you regularly in a queue to pick up a child or grandchild
from school? Fluctuating temperatures can entice you to turn on
the engine one day to run the air conditioner and the next to
crank up some heat. Emissions from idling cars, however, send
particulates into the air, which research has shown negatively
affects the cognitive development and performance of
children. Keep the engine off while you wait.
Businesses have a greater impact toward a more sustainable
future than individuals. But each of us can have an impact on
businesses. When you need to make a purchase, shop for the
company not just the product. Support businesses that
practice sustainability in their products and production.
Purchase from ones that care and give back. Here’s one
example: Who Gives a Crap.
You want to be a good neighbor and pick up your dog’s poop.
But the usual plastic bag lasts and lasts and lasts in a landfill.
When it does finally break down, it becomes harmful microplastics. Here’s an alternative: Use plant-based, compostable
poop bags. You can be a good neighbor to the earth.
For more about the UM Creation Justice Movement,
go to umcreationjustice.org.
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November Events
Open Yoga with Instructor: Leslie Ball
Mon. 6pm/ Wed. 5:30pm /Sat. 11am
Email leslie@leslieball.com for details.
Election Day is Tuesday, November 2. Vote!
PPUMC Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays,
6:30-7:30 pm in the sanctuary. Will you join in
making a joyful noise? All are welcome. See page 10.
Movement/Stretching Class
Saturdays 8:30 – 9am
Start your day by centering your mind and body.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85828456150
Meeting ID: 858 2845 6150
Audio-only by phone: 1-312-626-6799
PPUMC Fall Arts & Food Fest:
Saturday, November 6
10 am—3 pm. See page 3.
PPUMC Administrative Council Meeting
Tuesday, November 9 at 6:30 pm online via Zoom.
All are welcome. Contact Ann DeGroot for Zoom link:
ann.marie.degroot@gmail.com.
The PPUMC Men’s Group will meet Saturday,
November 20, 8:30-11 a.m. Stay tuned for details on if
the meeting will be in person (and if so, the location)
or if the group will gather online via Zoom.
Fall Back as Daylight Savings Time Ends:
Sunday, November 7 at 2 am. Move your clocks back
one hour before you go to bed Saturday night.
Gain an extra hour!
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PPUMC Choir
PPUMC Choir Fall Journeys
I recently came across a ‘pop culture’ reference to
the lyrics of a piece the PPUMC Choir has been
spending time with this fall. The experience once
again underscored the priceless combination of
the power of narrative with the sweet textures of
song - in this instance, bringing together modern literature and
ancient scripture.
The song, “I Carry You in My Heart”, is based on a poem by
E. E. Cummings and scripture passages from Philippians 1.
The lyrics were written by Kathy Burdette, and music composed
by Donna Butler. For me, it is a lovely testament to our deep and
abiding connectedness...and the gift of sharing with each other.
May it always be so.
-Dave Nyberg
PPUMC Choir Director

"I Carry You in My Heart"
I carry you in my heart.
For your light and love made my soul to sing
Like the quiet winter warms to spring.
And I carry your heart with mine.
I thank my God for every thought of you.
I carry you in my heart.
You are God’s perfect mystery.
For the way you live helps me to see.
And I carry your heart with mine.
I thank my God for every thought of you.
And this is the root of the root,
and this is the bud of the bud,
and the sky of the sky of a tree called life
which grows and grows.
Because of you my heart can love still more.
I carry you in my heart, I thank my God for every thought of you.
And because of you my heart can love still more.
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Beloved PPUMC Community,
Pre-pandemic, life felt pretty
predictable. But the future is
looking a little murky. At PPUMC
we’re pretty sure things will never be
exactly what they were before.
What we’ve got is a bridge. It’s a span
that bridges the gap between what
was and what will be. We’ve stepped
onto that bridge, and we’re heading
into the future with confidence.
We don’t know exactly what’s on the
other side, but we’re committed to
finding out.
PPUMC is an amazing community of loyal and committed
people. As we embark on our collective trip across this bridge,
our church needs everyone’s financial support. The Ad Council
is preparing a budget for 2022, and you are an important part of
its success.
Are you willing to pledge a weekly, monthly or yearly donation?
Your commitment will allow the church to plan with confidence
for the year ahead.
We urge you to use the automatic withdrawal system for your
donation. It provides church leaders with an extra measure of
programming confidence. And it allows you to fulfill your pledge
easily and regularly, whether you worship in person or on Zoom.
Pledges can be made by filling out this online form or by
emailing Judy Bratt at judybratt@comcast.net. You may also
mail your pledge form to the church office. Call Anna at
612-378-2380 if you have questions.
May the lyrics of the song Woyaya give us confidence as we cross
this bridge together:
We are going, heaven knows where we are going,
But we know within.
We will get there, heaven knows how we will get there,
But we know we will.
With grateful hearts,
PPUMC Administrative Council
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Update on the Parsonage
The PPUMC parsonage is for sale
and has generated much
interest as it awaits new
inhabitants to write the next
chapter of this home, providing
both shelter and a haven to its
occupants.

An excerpt from “OUR LIFE AT 30 ORLIN SE, MPLS” sent by
Elton Brown, who lived in the parsonage while he was pastor
at PPUMC.
Even though there was often a line waiting for the one bathroom
in the mornings, we loved living there! The deck over the garage
was a perfect place to watch the world go by and greet neighbors
(at least once including Ann Krumwiede's sister, actress Jessica
Lange). The screened-in porch by the front door just barely
contained our ping-pong table, so rules allowed caroms off walls
and ceiling, making for boisterous, hilarious contests. We always
thought the living room was so elegant: the dark trim and large
windows, the fireplace mantel and front brickwork, the
balustrade staircase. The yard was small (a push mower easily
sufficed) but we had plenty of room to play across the street....
What a great location! What a wonderful, progressive
neighborhood! All four of our kids went to Pratt School (which
was interracial and featured the Continuous Progress education
model); Tower Hill (tennis; climbing the tower during the Pratt
Ice Cream Social); the Chergoskys' Prospect Park Food Market;
Tom Sengupta's helpfulness at Schneider Drug; Harris Warehouse; running on River Rd; easy access to Gopher and Twins
games as well as to highway 280 for quick escapes up north....
Housing values rose significantly during those years [that Emily
and I owned and lived in the house]. I kept records of all the
renovation projects, so the capital gains tax was minimal. We
sold our home back to PPUMC (in 1994) at the new valuation for
a sweet profit that partially offset the bittersweet sadness of
leaving that wonderful house, neighborhood, and church.
-Elton Brown
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Reflection
Practical Optimism
My father died three months ago. Out of my sad longing to
connect with him, to be in his presence again, I’ve paid particular
attention to my dreams. They’ve been disappointingly mundane.
Here’s one: Emily and I and another couple spontaneously
decide to see a movie. I enter the theater to learn our options—
a silly animated family flick and an indie I don’t recognize called
“Optimism.” The others are excited to see “Optimism.” They’ve
heard great things. I worry that a 8:10 start time will be too late
for the kids.
I just finished reading a book called Radical Optimism, so it’s no
mystery where the dream movie originated. Beatrice Bruteau
was a brilliant scholar who integrated the studies of science,
mathematics, philosophy, religion, and spirituality; I read a book
of hers every year for a dose of perspective. Radical Optimism
satisfied. Bruteau posits that optimism is the “first and
ineluctable step” toward demonstrating what is held by the belief
within that optimism. “Filling your mind, your imagination, your
emotions, with the belief that you can do the good you intend is
the most powerful help you can bring to bear on actual
accomplishment.”
Reading these words I was blown away by Bruteau’s courage. A
territory most academics would shun as wishful thinking she
delves into, delineating how, exactly, belief functions in our lives.
Even the simplest among us know that people with positive
attitudes are more fun to be around, that students rise to high
expectations and that negative self-talk can be deadly. Yet we
pussy-foot around faith because it’s delusional, a systematized
form of wishful thinking.
Bruteau is too astute to equate “wishing” with “willing.”
Our interior disposition should be a firm will that justice
be done and that the situation be changed as soon as
possible--and we should take all the actual concrete steps
to do this--but at the same time, we need not indulge in
wishing that things were, at any given moment, other
than as they are. ... Wishing acknowledges the expected
continuation of the undesired situation. It admits that we
believe we cannot change it. ... Willing, on the other hand,
is the first step in actually changing the situation.

Page 13

Volume 63 Issue 11

To will an unjust situation otherwise, we have to believe it can
be otherwise. Bruteau’s optimism is radical; it’s grounded in
“the root of our being, securely held in the Absolute Being.” It is
pragmatic because the belief then creates our reality.
My father was an undying optimist. Despite teaching the
grandkids to say, “The system is corrupt!”, despite his ability to
recognize history repeating itself, despite his fury over the rise of
populism and the corruption of our country’s courts, he believed
in people’s goodness, especially on the local, organizational
level. Toward the end he also engaged in wishful thinking; just
weeks before he died he told me he had a few more years left in
him. In hindsight it’s easy to see how different his wishing was
from his willing, for which he worked relentlessly and which
after his death was evident in the breadth of his community’s
love. He exercised a pragmatic faith and left the world a better
place because of it.
Much as I wish to see my dad again, I’m choosing to live as
though he’s still very much with us, because his kind of presence
is what our world needs. And that’s the kind of movie the kids
should stay up late to see.
-Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew

Photo by Matthias Ripp

Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew is a published author, writing
instructor and spiritual director living in Minneapolis, MN.
She shares her monthly blogpost here and at:
http://www.elizabethjarrettandrew.com/.
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♥ Happy Birthday

John Nielsen
Joy DeHarpporte
Diane Noble
Rebekah Richards
Dave Nyberg
Ben Kristensen
Sam Velasquez Eberhart
Clyde Cutting

November 6
November 13
November 14
November 16
November 22
November 22
November 29
November 30

♥ Happy Anniversary

Kate Wulf & Marianne Christiansen
Joy & John DeHarpporte

November 7
November 22

Birthdays and anniversaries displayed on this page are
generated from the PPUMC database. Please contact
Anna Rieth in the office for corrections or additions at:
612-378-2380 / office@prospectparkchurch.org
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PPUMC Sunday Schedule:
In-Person & Online
Worship: 10 a.m.

Join Worship through Zoom
on your computer or smartphone:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222
on your phone: dial-in/audio only: +1 312 626 6799
meeting ID: 890 2756 1222 #
IMPORTANT: Our Zoom link changes occasionally.
The most current link can always be found on our
website immediately prior to the event.

The Ministers are all the people of the church:
“The world is our parish.”

PPUMC Staff:
Pastor: Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman
Administrative Assistant: Anna Rieth
Choir Director/Song Leader: David Nyberg
Organist/Music Director: Frank Trnka
Sanctuary Musicians: Kathy Webb; Alan Husby
Communications Associate: Cassie Davies-Juhnke
Onsite Custodian: Cullen Olsen
Lay Leader: Ann DeGroot
Sunday Morning Zoom Team:
Cassie Davies-Juhnke, Cathy Velasquez Eberhart, Mike Hvidsten,
Ginia Klamecki, Dave Nyberg, Steve Ozanne; Anna Rieth
Please Note New Email Addresses!
Pastor Chris: 612-965-0178 /pastor@prospectparkchurch.org
Church office/Anna: 612-378-2380 /office@prospectparkchurch.org
Communications/Cassie: communications@prospectparkchurch.org
Please contact Anna Rieth to schedule onsite activities:
office@prospectparkchurch.org/612-378-2380
Quiet hours are in effect 10 pm—8:30 am
THE PEOPLE OF PPUMC
STAND WITH THE MAJORITY OF THE MN CONFERENCE
IN REJECTING THE TRADITIONAL PLAN APPROVED AT GC 2019.
WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO FULL INCLUSION OF ALL PERSONS.

LOVE GROWS HERE.

Find us on Facebook & Instagram

Pastor Chris Kliesen Wehrman
pastor@prospectparkchurch.org
612-965-0178

612-378-2380
prospectparkchurch.org

22 Orlin Avenue SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414

Prospect Park
United Methodist Church
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