
 
P R O S P E C T U S  

October 2021 

We seek to be an inclusive Christian community 

 that affirms faith in God and spiritual growth  

with a commitment to justice  

and stewardship of God’s creation. 

 

Honoring All Saints Day 
Sunday, October 31 

Ofrenda in PPUMC Sanctuary on All Saints Sunday, November 1, 2020 
photo by Chris Kliesen Wehrman 
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PPUMC Parsonage Update 

     Photo by Marilee Johnson 

After much discussion and  
consideration along the way,  
it was decided at the All-Church 
Conference held on September 14 
to sell the parsonage. 
 
Many thanks to those who have 
contributed their time and talents 
to spruce up the parsonage with 
cleaning, clearing, painting and 
repairs over the last few Saturdays 
and during the week. It is looking 
shiny and fresh and eagerly  
awaiting a new family to come in 
and fill it with love and care. A 
special thank you to Liz Pierce for 
organizing this undertaking.  
 

We’ll keep you posted of next 
steps in this transition, and other 
opportunities to help. The efforts 
of all are much appreciated. 
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The event formerly known as the  
PPUMC Art Fair & Bazaar is becoming the  

Fall Arts & Food Fest for 2021!  
 

COVID-safety protocols will be in place for this event  
that will feature 12 vendors spaced safely in the church,  

delicious food for take-out  
and local musicians for your listening pleasure. 

 

Would You Like to Help? 
 

• Front Door Greeters 
• Cashiers 
• Spotters 
• Brownie Bakers 
• Set-Up Friday 
• Take Down/Clean Up Saturday 

 

To volunteer or for more information, 
please contact Patti Elliott Allen, Chair 

pattijea@gmail.com / 651-336-0029 
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Pastor’s Corner 
 

 

Beloved community, 

It is October, and we are a hive of activity!  

We are: 

 

Preparing the parsonage to be listed for sale. 
 

Preparing for FAFF – that’s the Fall Arts and Food Fest.  
It’s our newest iteration of the PPUMC Bazaar and Art Fair,   

       still the first Saturday in November. 
 

 Preparing for our annual Stewardship Campaign to roll out,  
 which also means we are working hard on the budget for the  

       coming year. 
 

Preparing to welcome the Dignity Congregation back into the 
sanctuary to worship on the 4th Sunday afternoon of each    

       month. (You are always invited. 5:00.) And we’re working   
       with other small groups who are coming back into the 
       church building. AA, for example, is meeting again on  
       Saturday mornings. 

 
Continuing to zero in on the capacity to easily facilitate  
worship that combines those in the sanctuary and those at  

       home. We want to see and hear each other clearly! Do you  
       know that in September about one third of our congregation  
       came to worship in the sanctuary, while two thirds Zoomed  
       in from elsewhere? This extends our reach powerfully.  
       Wonderful! 
 

We are doing all of these things amidst our religious daily and 
weekly (from religare: re [again] + ligare [connect]) tasks.  

      The things that regularly re-connect us, everything from  
      committee meetings to phone calls to greeting cards to  
      worship. Our prayers. 
 

We are also remembering members of our community as we 
honor and release beloved friends into the great cloud of   

      witnesses.          
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Everything listed above involves you – or could. I encourage you 
to jump in! You will be welcomed! There is room for extra hands 
and minds everywhere. There is need for prayer to fill in all the 
holes and hold the energy of all these projects, initiatives, hopes 
and plans. Our rallying month of September made it clear that no 
matter how each of us may wander on a given day, collectively we 
share great enthusiasm, wisdom and intention. 
 
There is a photo of the ofrenda that graced our sanctuary last 
year on All Saints Sunday on the cover of this issue. We were all 
distanced at that time, and had accumulated uncountable losses 
over the course of the year. In the sanctuary our ofrenda was a 
tribute to public losses, losses we shared. We remembered Ruth 
Bader Ginsberg and George Floyd. As we gathered through 
Zoom, I lit candles in a box that reflected the flames into infinity, 
a remembrance of the hundreds of thousands of souls lost to us 
to the COVID epidemic and moving through the thin places in 
the past year. This year we carry even more souls forward in our 
memories.  
 
There will be time in the last week of October to bring objects to 
the church to be placed on the ofrenda. And there will be time 
during the service when we view objects in one another’s Zoom 
windows. There will be more details immediately prior, but 
please be encouraged to make a small array of mementos, re-
membrances, of loved ones. Anything goes! Ofrendas are lures of 
sensory delight, often captured in photographs, flowers and food. 
We will read out the names of those people who have passed 
from us this past year, lighting candles and ringing chimes. You 
can send me a name any time this month and I will include it on 
that day, as well as keep it in my prayers throughout the month. 
There will be ways to provide that name on the day itself, as well. 
 

We will celebrate All Saints Sunday on October 31 with an ofren-
da of both personal and shared memories. The purpose of this All 
Saints service is remembrance. It is an invitation to our dearly 
departed to infuse us with their presence – to remind us that we 
are yet among the living and capable of life! We can sing and 
speak and remember. And we can work and plan and prepare. 
Praise be to the One Who Makes Us! 
 

Wild blessings, 

Pastor Chris 
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Poet’s Place 

It is Not Yet Time for Music 

It is not yet time for music. 
The songs of summer are strangely silent; 
The winds of winter have not yet arrived. 
We wait for the lark to ascend. 
Our whispers join the autumn leaves 
 In the quiet of the world. 
We long for the faint hosanna 
That will swell into a chorus of praise. 
  
Soon the men will gather in dark abbeys 
To chant their first plainsong. 
Soon the women will gather in flower-filled meadows 
To sing soaring melodies of joy and praise. 
All will join to sing a simple song 
That will build into a chorus of alleluias 
And fill the cathedrals of our hearts 
With peace and love amid the tumult of our lives. 

 
-Don Singley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Singley is a member of both PPUMC and Woodbury  
Chorus and Orchestra, which is dedicated to raising money for 
food shelves through music. The poem honors these two  
institutions (and others),  as they find the difficult path back to 
the place where they can again bring the richness of music to 
the world.  
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In Loving Memory 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Karen passed from this life in peace at her home on September 22, 
2021, after a long and valiant struggle with health issues. She is  
survived by her spouse, Vicki, her aunt Olga, and many loving  
cousins & friends.  A memorial service celebrating her life will be 
held here at PPUMC on Saturday, October 9th, at 1:30 p.m.  
(You may also join on Zoom).  If a map or zoom information is 
needed, please call Vicki at 612-501-5834. Vicki’s address is:  
6644 Washburn Ave S, Minneapolis, MN  55423  
 

Memorials are requested to The Wildcat Sanctuary,  
P.O. Box 314, Sandstone, MN 55072.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Julie passed away September 9, 2021 at the age of 70.  She will be 
dearly missed by her surviving family and friends who are planning 
a service in the future. We will remember her sharp mind and  
creative spirit as well as her love of community. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom  died on March 9, 2020 at age 71. His inurnment at Fort  
Snelling National Cemetery was held on September 28  in a private 
family ceremony with full military honors. We’ll remember his 
steadfast ways, his humility and gentle smile. 



October Events 
 

Movement/Stretching Class 
Saturdays 8:30 – 9am  
Start your day by centering your mind and body.  
Join Zoom Meeting 

       https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85828456150  
       Meeting ID: 858 2845 6150  
       Audio-only by phone: 1-312-626-6799 

 
Open Yoga with Instructor: Leslie Ball 
Mon. 6pm/ Wed. 5:30pm /Sat. 11am  
Email leslie@leslieball.com for details. 
 
PPUMC Fall Arts & Food Fest Meeting:   

Tuesday, October 19, 6:30-7:30 pm via Zoom.  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86060637639?
pwd=cThFODR1VU5hSmJtWldVU2tRbWNKdz09 
Meeting ID: 860 6063 7639 

 
Karen-Coleman Scott  
Memorial Service:  
We will celebrate the life of 
beloved Karen Coleman-Scott  
Saturday, October 9 at 1:30 pm 
in the PPUMC sanctuary.  

               (To attend by zoom, see page 7.) 
 
PPUMC Administrative Council Meeting 
Tuesday, October 12  at 6:30 pm  online via Zoom.   
All are welcome.  Contact Ann DeGroot for Zoom link: 
ann.marie.degroot@gmail.com. 
 
PPUMC Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 
pm in the sanctuary. Will you join in making a joyful 
noise? All are welcome. See page 10.  
 
The PPUMC Men’s Group will meet Saturday,  
October 16, 8:30-11 a.m. Weather permitting,       
gathering will be on the deck at Gordon Myers home, 
2145 Knapp St. in St. Paul.  In the case of inclement 
weather, the alternate meeting location will be in 

PPUMC Community Hall, following church COVID-safety   
guidelines (attendees must wear a mask to cover mouth and 
nose, distance six feet from others outside your household, and 
practice good hand hygiene.)    
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85828456150&sa=D&ust=1588531024185000&usg=AOvVaw2Hea1oOf0YfSLAew4H6ywT
mailto:leslie@leslieball.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86060637639?pwd=cThFODR1VU5hSmJtWldVU2tRbWNKdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86060637639?pwd=cThFODR1VU5hSmJtWldVU2tRbWNKdz09
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October is LGBT History Month 

LGBT History Month is observed annually in October in 
honor of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender history, 
and the history of the gay rights and related civil 
rights movements. Founded in 1994 by Missouri  
high-school history teacher Rodney Wilson, it provides role 
models, builds community, and represents a civil rights 
statement about the contributions of the LGBTQ+  
community. In addition to the United States, it is observed 
in Hungary, Canada, Australia, Brazil, Greenland, and the 
city of Berlin.  
Source:  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_History_Month 
 
Locally, Minneapolis has a long history of inclusion,  
forward thinking policy, and of being a pioneer in the 
LGBTQ community. Same-sex marriage became legal in 
Minnesota in 2013. We were the first state to reject a  
constitutional amendment to ban same-sex marriage by a 
popular vote. Important events in Minnesota history can be 
found at https://www.minneapolis.org/meetings-events/
minneapolis-lgbtq-community/lgbtq-history-in-
minneapolis.  
 
 

National Coming Out Day is October 11 

In the United States, Canada, and Australia, LGBT History 
Month is celebrated in October to coincide with National 
Coming Out Day on October 11, and to commemorate the 
first and second marches on Washington in 1979 and 1987 
for LGBT rights. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesbian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bisexual
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transgender
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_LGBT_rights_by_region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_History_Month
https://www.minneapolis.org/meetings-events/minneapolis-lgbtq-community/lgbtq-history-in-minneapolis.
https://www.minneapolis.org/meetings-events/minneapolis-lgbtq-community/lgbtq-history-in-minneapolis.
https://www.minneapolis.org/meetings-events/minneapolis-lgbtq-community/lgbtq-history-in-minneapolis.
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PPUMC Choir 
 

The PPUMC Choir Musical Journey Continues 
 
The PPUMC Choir has enjoyed being back together  
in-person for weekly rehearsals, all in a COVID-safe  
environment. The month of September provided us an  
opportunity to get voices limbered up and ‘re-acquainted’ 
with each other while remaining masked and keeping a  
six-foot social distancing zone between each individual. 
While a bit odd at first, we’ve now settled in to this new 
normal by spending time with some of our ‘old favorites’ 
and exploring new repertoire. 
 
In the midst of all the uncertainties of the past year-and-a-
half, one of the gifts the ensemble has shared time and 
again is the deep and abiding sense of community. We 
spent last season on Zoom and made the absolute best of a 
variety of challenging circumstances, even creating our own 
‘music videos’ while participating from home. This fall, we 
celebrate the opportunity of being back together in the 
sanctuary, experiencing the beauty and wonder of our  
voices blending together in-person. Even with masks on, 
there’s no hiding the smiles of delight!  
 
And, of course, we look forward to the time when we all can 
lift our voices together in loud, unfettered praise through 
song, whether indoors or outside, in-person or online.  
Until then, the music continues…  
 
As always, please feel free to contact me directly if you’d 
like to know more about the PPUMC Choir and our  
ministry of song. 
 
Peace, 
Dave 
 
davenyberg@comcast.net  
651-341-6401 
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           Are you a consumer or a citizen? 
 
How you think of yourself matters.  We’ve repeatedly been told 
we are consumers, but to consume means “to use things up.”  
Rejecting that label and seeing ourselves as citizens—ones who 
care for the welfare of the community—makes a difference in our 
actions. Which one aligns with our faith? Who do you want to be?  
 
Fall is another planting season, this time for perennials. Choose 
native plants that bloom in the fall, such as asters. They give us a 
pop of autumn color, and more importantly they provide food 
and shelter for pollinators during the lean seasons of 
fall and winter. Feed them, and they will feed us too.  
 
Every plastic toothbrush ever made worldwide since the 1930’s 
still exists today. Plastic doesn’t go away, but you can go away 
from plastic. Switch to bamboo. Learn more 
at brushwithbamboo.com. 
  
Trees not only produce oxygen and clean and cool the air, but 
they also absorb carbon dioxide, lessening the effects of burning 
fossil fuels. Assess your space at home and at church. The air we 
breathe needs us to plant more trees! Fall and winter are the 
best seasons for planting. Check with the Arbor Day Foundation. 
  
You already are careful not to let the water flow continuously 
while you brush your teeth. Transfer that same care to get-
ting dishes ready for the dishwasher. Scrape food off. Compost 
what you can. Run a mere cup or two of water into a large dish or 
bowl, shut off the water, start rinsing. You may want to use a long
-handled brush. Dishwashers are more water conserving that 
hand washing, and dishwashers don’t require super-clean dishes 
to start with. Save water. 

 
For more about the UM Creation Justice Movement,  
go to umcreationjustice.org. 

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=d304b97f83&e=c0ba49b269
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=0fba803186&e=c0ba49b269
http://umcreationjustice.org/
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Reflection 

Memory’s Invitation 

 

A seemingly random memory has been haunting me these 
past weeks, calling to be written, so here it goes: 

Shortly after my mother’s death, I flew to New York to visit 
my dad.  He picked me up at the White Plains airport, as he 
always did, but for the first time we didn’t have my mother 
to return to.  Instead he’d brought take-out sushi and we 
drove to a city park that was new to me.  Afterward we 
would go directly to a Transplant Support Organization 
meeting in Rye, a group my father helped found and where 
he was much loved, to watch a documentary about a lesbian 
couple.  I can’t remember which organ one of them needed 
and the other contributed.  The movie was good, the gather-
ing wonderfully diverse—some waiting on transplants; 
some, like my father, long-time recipients; all ages and rac-
es and income brackets, all cheering on generosity and life.  
I felt proud of my dad and grateful to have met his friends. 

But it’s that ordinary dinner on the park bench that sticks 
with me.  The grass was mowed.  A pond had been artificial-
ly carved into the landscape; a Hallmark bridge crossed a 
narrow stretch.  The willow trees caught the evening light.  
We sat side by side, eating with chopsticks, catching up.  We 
didn’t say anything significant, at least not that I remember.  
But everything—the curved sidewalk, the pickled ginger, the 
phenomenon of being alone together—vibrated with new-
ness.  My mother was no longer alive.  Her absence infused 
everything with tenderness.  We ached for her; we took our 
first steps into life without her.   

Why does this memory return today?  This question is end-
lessly fruitful for those of us who seek the meaning buried 
in experience.  I ask it whenever a memory won’t let me go.  
My father died in July, and this simple meal on a park 
bench conjures completely all he meant to me:  Our mutual  
effort to begin again.  Our affection for one another.  Our 
delight in the out-of-doors.  Our love for, and history with,  
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Japanese food—my parents lived in Tokyo for four years.  
Our anticipation of sharing more about ourselves than we’d 
done previously.  Our willingness to be awkward in the 
process. 

Or maybe the memory returns to me because he’s the one 
who’s absent now and I’m alone, learning to live without 
him.  His body on that park bench in my memory—chinos, 
plaid button-down shirt, a new beard we both knew my 
mother would have disapproved of—is as close as I’ll come 
now to his physical presence.  I press it tight against my 
chest.  This is how the dead continue. 

 --Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew 

 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew is a published author, writing  
instructor and spiritual director living in Minneapolis, MN.  
She shares her monthly blogpost here and at:  
http://www.elizabethjarrettandrew.com/.  
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Nathaniel & Holly Olsen  October 31 
 

 

♥ Member Address Change 
 

Tim Labatt has asked to share his new mailing address: 
1555-118th Lane NW. apt.105; Coon Rapids, Mn. 55448. 

He will  be living closer to family;  
Faye will be moving closer to her roots in Fargo, ND. 

 

 

Coming Soon! 
PPUMC Stewardship Campaign 2022 

 
PPUMC is gifted with a generous and talented congregation 
who lovingly contributes to the health of the church  
community in a myriad of ways.  We will soon embark on a 
new year, with new opportunities to fulfill PPUMC’s  
mission to be an inclusive Christian community that affirms 
faith in God and spiritual growth with a commitment to  
justice and stewardship of God’s creation. 
 
Watch for more details about the 2022 
stewardship campaign to be coming soon in  
weekly emails and in the November Prospectus. 

 

Aiden Erickson     October 1  

Chris Kliesen Wehrman    October 2  

Manu Erickson     October 3  

Ginia Klamecki     October 6  

Sam Kristensen     October 7  

Ruth Axtell-Adams     October 26 

♥ Happy Birthday 

♥ Happy Anniversary  



                PPUMC Sunday Schedule: 

In-Person & Online 
Worship: 10 a.m.  

 
 
 

 

Join Worship through Zoom  
on your computer or smartphone:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222  
on your phone: dial-in/audio only:  +1 312 626 6799  
meeting ID: 890 2756 1222 # 

IMPORTANT: Our Zoom link changes occasionally. 
The most current link can always be found on our 
website immediately prior to the event. 

The Ministers are all the people of the church:  
“The world is our parish.” 

 

PPUMC Staff:  
 

Pastor: Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman  
Administrative Assistant: Anna Rieth 

Choir Director/Song Leader: David Nyberg  
Organist/Music Director: Frank Trnka  

Sanctuary Musicians: Kathy Webb; Alan Husby  
Communications Associate: Cassie Davies-Juhnke  

Onsite Custodian: Cullen Olsen  
Lay Leader: Ann DeGroot 

 

Sunday Morning Zoom Team:  
Cassie Davies-Juhnke, Cathy Velasquez Eberhart, Mike Hvidsten, 

Ginia Klamecki, Dave Nyberg, Steve Ozanne; Anna Rieth 
 

Please Note New Email Addresses! 
Pastor Chris: 612-965-0178 /pastor@prospectparkchurch.org 

Church office/Anna: 612-378-2380 /office@prospectparkchurch.org 
Communications/Cassie: communications@prospectparkchurch.org 

 
 

Please contact Anna Rieth to schedule onsite activities:  
office@prospectparkchurch.org/612-378-2380 

Quiet hours are in effect 10 pm—8 am 
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THE PEOPLE OF PPUMC  
STAND WITH THE MAJORITY OF THE MN CONFERENCE 

 IN REJECTING THE TRADITIONAL PLAN APPROVED AT GC 2019.  
WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO FULL INCLUSION OF ALL PERSONS.  

 

LOVE GROWS HERE.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222__;!!CQl3mcHX2A!XxhVpASh8GkJ5_B61nvx_GWUSD3dU0-mAcLraKAyYgjzPjWzguCR-uVN5DNWzkrOUmU$
http://www.prospectparkchurch.org/events/online-worship-8/
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