
 
P R O S P E C T U S  

September 2021 

We seek to be an inclusive Christian community 

 that affirms faith in God and spiritual growth  

with a commitment to justice  

and stewardship of God’s creation. 
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PPUMC All Church Conference  
Tuesday, September 14 at 7 pm 

 

 

PPUMC will hold an  
All Church Conference 
(business meeting) on  
Tuesday, September 14  

at 7 pm 
to consider and vote  

on a proposal by the trustees 
to sell the parsonage.  

 
All congregation members are  

encouraged to participate. 
 

This meeting will be accessible by Zoom.  
It will occur in conjunction with the PPUMC September    
Administrative Council meeting that begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Watch your email for the Zoom link or contact Ann DeGroot. 

 
Any questions, please ask  

Ann DeGroot: ann.marie.degroot@gmail.com  
or Pastor Chris: pastor@prospectparkchurch.org.  

          Photo by Marilee Johnson 

mailto:ann.marie.degroot@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@prospectparkchurch.org
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PPUMC COVID-19 Policy 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Together we are creating community as possible, 
while also choosing practices intended  

to keep everyone safe and healthy. 
 
 

In Care and Peace, 
 

Ann DeGroot, Cathy Velasquez Eberhart,  
Steve Ozanne, Pastor Chris 

In response to rising rates of Covid variants 
we ask that you observe these rules: 

 

• Whether or not you are vaccinated,  
please wear a mask inside the building  
that completely covers mouths and noses. 

 

• Maintain social-distancing of six feet 
   from others outside your own household 

 

• Please do not enter the building if you have an  
elevated temperature, or have been exposed to 
someone with an elevated temperature over the 

past several days. 
 

ADULT & CHILD-SIZED MASKS ARE AVAILABLE  
INSIDE CHURCH ENTRANCES. 

 

PLEASE DISCARD OR TAKE MASKS WITH YOU AFTER USE. 
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Pastor’s Corner 

 

I am a fan of cooking shows 
on television. They’re, for the 
most part, the only “reality 
TV” I enjoy. I learn tips and 
tricks, sure, but mostly I  
enjoy watching the cooks 
solve problems creatively to 
delight those they feed.  
One of my favorites:  

somebody gets artichoke as the featured ingredient and not 
only do they produce deep-fried artichoke fritters, but also 
an artichoke soufflé. They call it “Artichoke Two Ways.” 
 
I’m thinking of Church Two Ways these days. Like many of 
the cooking shows, we’re presented with a set of ingredi-
ents – only some of which we could expect – and our  
kitchen keeps roping off sections and making complicated 
rules about hairnets/beard-nets/safety goggles! 
 
Much of this is demonstrated immediately by thinking of 
Worship Two Ways. There is in-person, the kind we’ve had 
all along and the kind that we hunger for at least as deeply 
as a chocolate chip cookie (you know, the perfect one). And 
there is online, the kind that is newer to us, feels a little  
experimental, the one we need new techniques (and  
technologies) to accomplish. Mostly, it tastes new – and 
simultaneously – familiar. It’s intriguing. 
 
In-person worship is not going away. Human beings, in 
person, breathing the same air, shaking each other’s hands, 
singing in harmony, seeing one another’s tears, laughing 
together, sharing hugs... This is the way we recognize  
worship as the communal spiritual practice of a  
congregation. It’s how we started out together. Jesus did it 
this way. So did our grandparents. We are doing it now – 
with constant restriction, yes, but doing it all the same. 
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Online worship is new. Worship at a distance is not.  
Community at a distance is not. Jesus told his followers: I’ll 
be with you, when I’m gone. How?! Not by internet, of 
course. Still, Jesus promised PRESENCE without physical  
proximity. He said that when we gather, wherever and 
however we gather he’s there – and that’s not as a separate 
body – or as a ZOOM window in the room or on a screen. 
So, worship at a distance is, in its way, ancient practice, too. 
And we do gather when we simultaneously look through our 
computer and phone screens to hear and/or see one  
another. 
 
Online worship requires tools. Devices. Information. It is 
not always available, or available in equal or even  
comparable efficiency. And all of that has an impact that is 
not to be denied. Going back to the cooking show: You 
simply can’t make hollandaise sauce without a stove. (I’m 
ready for one of you to tell me how it can, in fact, be done.) 
So online worship has limitations. 
 
But you know what? So does in-person worship.  
Transportation. Distance. Mobility. The time it requires to 
move from one location to another and back again. Oh, the 
obstacles of preparing a group of people (perhaps a family) 
to be ready to go and be happy about it, all at the same 
time! What a treat to enter Sunday morning calmly, without 
the need to rush and move. How lovely to bring the central 
worship of your church community right into your own 
home. 
 
So we enter a new church year doing church two-ways.  
Our gatherings, our meetings, even our Fall Arts & Food 
Fest (the present iteration of the Art Fair & Bazaar) have 
elements of Two Ways, or Both/And, as you’ve heard it 
called. Our community welcomes those who come in person 
to the fullest extent our safety precautions allow. Our  
community welcomes those whose presence is virtual, 
online to the fullest extent our technologies allow. And we 
are learning and growing week-by-week in our abilities. 
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Our tradition is to celebrate a Rally Sunday. This year we’ll 
experience a Rally September! The word “rally” is defined 
first as a military term: to come together again in order to 
continue fighting after a defeat or dispersion, and second 
as: to recover or cause to recover in health, spirits, or 
poise. To reassemble, regroup, reunite, get together again. 
I offer a third, perhaps more colloquial definition: To rally 
is to refuse to be disheartened and to hang in there – not so 
much to fight, but to continue upward, onward, inward and 
outward. In church, we do that as a community. 

Each Sunday we will take the time to hear from one  
another, somehow, someway. On the first Sunday we will 
share Good News! We will compose and share headlines of 
our own making about the thrills of our lives. Here’s a 
couple to get you thinking: Baby Bird Successfully Makes 
First Flight; Seventh-Grader Completes Model Of Galaxy.  
 
We’ll begin on September 5, with Communion that focuses 
on the joyful feeding of five-thousand on a hillside, rather 
than the solemn gathering of a beleaguered thirteen inside 
a locked room. Please bring yourself to the feast, the feast 
two-ways. From the sanctuary in the church building, from 
the sanctuary of your home, we gather, we rally to “Taste 
and see that God is good.” And the community is delicious. 
Both ways. 

Wild blessings, 
Pastor Chris 
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September Events 
 

      Open Yoga with Instructor: Leslie Ball 
                  Mon. 6pm/ Wed. 5:30pm /Sat. 11am  
                  Email leslie@leslieball.com for details. 
 
       Movement/Stretching Class 
                   Saturdays 8:30 – 9am  
                   Start your day by centering your mind and body.  
                  Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85828456150  
Meeting ID: 858 2845 6150  
Audio-only by phone: 1-312-626-6799 

 
PPUMC Administrative Council Meeting 
Tuesday, September 14 at 6:30 pm  online via     
Zoom.  All are welcome.  Contact Ann DeGroot 
for Zoom link: ann.marie.degroot@gmail.com. 

 
 
PPUMC All Church Conference: September 14  
at 7 pm via Zoom and in conjunction with the  
Administrative Council Meeting, to consider and vote on a 
proposal by the trustees to sell the parsonage. See page 2.  
 
 

 
PPUMC Choir returns September 8!  
Fall planning is underway as we remain  
flexible to make adjustments as needed to  
ensure everyone’s safety during the still present 
COVID  pandemic. Will you join in making a  

                    joyful noise? All are welcome.  See page 10.  
 
The PPUMC Men’s Group will meet  
Saturday, September 18, 8:30-11 a.m. for  
breakfast and conversation. Meeting location  
and details coming soon. For questions, contact 
Tom Townsend:  tomchurchacct@gmail.com. 

mailto:leslie@leslieball.com
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85828456150&sa=D&ust=1588531024185000&usg=AOvVaw2Hea1oOf0YfSLAew4H6ywT


Save the Date! 
 

The event formerly known as the  
PPUMC Art Fair & Bazzar is becoming the  

Fall Arts & Food Fest for 2021! 
 

Volume 63 Issue 9 Page 8 



Volume 63 Issue 9 Page 9 

Thank you to those already involved in planning 
for the PPUMC Fall Arts & Food Fest: 

 
 

• Patti Elliott Allen: Chair 
 pattijea@gmail.com 
 

• Liz Richards & Ginia Klamecki: Kitchen 
 lizrichards360@gmail.com 
            ginia.klamecki@gmail.com 
 

• Marilee Johnson: Artist & Musician Coordinator  
 marileejane@gmail.com 
 

• Cassie Davies-Juhnke: PR Liaison, Communications 
 communications@prospectparkchurch.org 
 

• Patsy Olsen: Boutique  
 prolsen49@yahoo.com 
 

• Judy Bratt: Finance 
       judybratt@comcast.net 
 

• Kristi Adams: Advisor 
 kk_milkyway@yahoo.com  

 

Please Note: There will be no Twice Nice this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP? 

Please contact  
Patti Elliott Allen  

at pattijea@gmail.com 
or let one of the others listed above know. 
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PPUMC Choir  

PPUMC Choir Season 

Normally at this time of year, the PPUMC Choir is putting 
together plans for a brand new season of song to be shared 
in worship each Sunday. However, as with most things, this 
fall is leaving us to wrestle with the most pertinent  
question: what might those plans look like in the midst of 
the current pandemic? The COVID variant strain is proving 
much work has yet to be done in order to reach a collective 
state of safety for all; that makes any long-term planning all 
the more challenging, with the need for flexibility just as 
important as in months past.  
 
In that light, the PPUMC Choir will be holding an initial 
rehearsal in the sanctuary on Wednesday evening,  
September 8, beginning at 6:30 pm. We’ll sing through a 
few of our familiar pieces and have an open discussion 
about the evening’s experience and possibilities that might 
lie ahead. Our COVID ‘ground rules’ for the evening will 
follow all existing building protocols, including full-time 
masking, social distancing guidelines, no food or  
refreshments, etc. We’ll gauge our response in an open, 
honest dialogue, and move on to next steps accordingly…
whatever they may be. 
 
We continue to approach our musical ministry with  
patience, creativity and a commitment to safety for all. As 
always, please feel free to reach out to me directly 
(davenyberg@comcast.net / 651-341-6401) to learn more 
about the PPUMC Choir or with any related questions.  
 
In song, 
Dave 

mailto:davenyberg@comcast.net
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A lesson from our playmates—Take delight in nature! 
 

Whether it's seeing a kitten discover something new, 
touching the soft fur of an adoring dog,  

smelling a fragrant blossom,  
hearing the night songs of the crickets and other critters, 

 or tasting something fresh from the garden, 
in creation we find joy and healing. 

 

We are blessed to be a blessing— 
caring for and acting on behalf of all of God's good gifts.  

 
• 500,000 school days missed annually by U.S. children 

are due to pollution from burning fossil fuels. Sick  
      children mean parents miss work. Missing work often   
      means no wages or even job loss. People who live closest 
      to toxin-spewing plants pay a heavier price than those  
      who have resources to live elsewhere. Justice requires 
      action to stop air pollution.  
 
• Invest in a better future for all. Donate to organiza-

tions doing work you believe in but cannot do yourself. 
Even a small financial gift is put to good use. And the 
collective return on investment is huge. 

 
• Urge local, state, and federal lawmakers to act on behalf 

of the Earth. You may not know the details of a  
      particular bill, but you can speak as a person of faith.  
      Describe your vision of what is needed and ask those  
      in power to support what you value. 
 
• The cost of energy-saving LED lights has dropped signif-

icantly. It’s time to drop any resistance to changing 
out the old bulbs for LEDs. One church, Christ UMC  
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      (Franklin, TN) saves the equivalent of 50 tons of carbon 
      dioxide not polluting the air—and $12,000 annually.  
      Churches, businesses, and homes can save dollars and  
      the planet. 
 

• Related to justice and sustainability, the 2016 UM Book 
of Resolutions states, “God is calling each of us to  

      respond …and we cannot hope to transform the world  
     until we change our way of being in it.” Visit  
      52climateactions for a wide range of steps you can take 
      to bring about a more just and sustainable world.   
      Choose something and begin. 
 

• Could you be a Reducetarian? You may know the high 
costs meat, eggs, and dairy inflict on the planet, the    
animals, and water, but going vegetarian or vegan is not 
for you or your family. There is a middle way.            
Reducing the amount of animal products in your 
diet by just 10% makes a difference, and if just 25% of 
Americans did so, the impact would be enormously 
helpful. Find out more here. 

• Americans throw away 1.6 billion ink pens annually, 
where they live in landfills forever because they are  
plastic. Environmentally conscious entrepreneurs now 
offer alternatives made of natural grass, wheat straw, 
cork, or bamboo, plus refills. Now, when someone asks 
to borrow your pen, you’ll also have an oppor-
tunity to talk about avoiding single-use plastics.   

 

 

For more about the  
UM Creation Justice Movement,  
go to umcreationjustice.org. 

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=4a814dd050&e=c0ba49b269
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=ade387c845&e=c0ba49b269
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=19727bf2fa&e=c0ba49b269
http://umcreationjustice.org/
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Social Justice News 

Habitat for Humanity Work 
  
It was a hot sticky week for sitting on a garage roof nailing 
boards, or standing by a house hammering siding, but  
August 16 – 20th Steve Kerrigan, Mike Hvidsten, Garvin 
Jellison and Sam Roberts rolled up their sleeves, put on 
their sunscreen and volunteered with Habitat for  
Humanity as representatives of PPUMC.  
  
Every summer three Minneapolis churches join together 
for a week to provide workers for a Habitat for Humanity 
build site. “Tres Iglesias” is made up of St. Frances Cabrini 
Catholic Church, St. Cecilia Catholic Church, and Prospect 
Park United Methodist.  This year they worked on houses 
on Maryland Avenue in St. Paul (just down the street from 
Connie’s Creamy Cones).  
  
Thank you Steve, Mike, Garvin and Sam.   
You made PPUMC proud! 
 
-Rebekah Richards 

Mike Hvidsten and Steve Kerrigan  
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Cathy Velasquez Eberhart   
 & Guillermo Eberhart   September 14 
Vicki & Karen Coleman-Scott September 19 
Bradley Gavin & Jeff Geiger September 20  

 
 
 

Birthdays and anniversaries shown here  
are generated from the PPUMC database.  
Please contact Anna Rieth in the office at  

office@prospectparkchurch.org or 612-378-2380  
for corrections or additions. 

 

Cathy Velsaquez Eberhart  September 1 
Emily Brown             September 3 
Jason Erickson   September 5 
Ann DeGroot    September 7 
Morgan Jellison   September 10 
Marie Ström    September 12 
Steve Kerrigan   September 15 
Roger Gillette   September 25 
Montana Johnson   September 26 
Greg Neumann   September 28 
Patti Elliott Allen   September 29 
Sharon Kimble   September 30 
Emily Jarrett Hughes  September 30 

♥ Happy Birthday 

♥ Happy Anniversary  



                PPUMC Sunday Schedule: 

In-Person & Online 
Worship: 10 a.m.  

 
 
 

 

Join Worship through Zoom  
on your computer or smartphone:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222  
on your phone: dial-in/audio only:  +1 312 626 6799  
meeting ID: 890 2756 1222 # 

IMPORTANT: Our Zoom link changes occasionally. 
The most current link can always be found on our 
website immediately prior to the event. 

The Ministers are all the people of the church:  
“The world is our parish.” 

 

PPUMC Staff:  
 

Pastor: Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman  
Administrative Assistant: Anna Rieth 

Choir Director/Song Leader: David Nyberg  
Organist/Music Director: Frank Trnka  

Sanctuary Musicians: Kathy Webb; Alan Husby  
Communications Associate: Cassie Davies-Juhnke  

Onsite Custodian: Cullen Olsen  
Lay Leader: Ann DeGroot 

 

Sunday Morning Zoom Team:  
Cassie Davies-Juhnke, Cathy Velasquez Eberhart,  

Ginia Klamecki, Dave Nyberg, Steve Ozanne; Anna Rieth 
 

Please Note New Email Addresses! 
Pastor Chris: 612-965-0178 /pastor@prospectparkchurch.org 

Church office/Anna: 612-378-2380 /office@prospectparkchurch.org 
Communications/Cassie: communications@prospectparkchurch.org 

 
 

Please contact Anna Rieth to schedule onsite activities:  
office@prospectparkchurch.org/612-378-2380 

Quiet hours are in effect 10 pm—8 am 
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THE PEOPLE OF PPUMC  
STAND WITH THE MAJORITY OF THE MN CONFERENCE 

 IN REJECTING THE TRADITIONAL PLAN APPROVED AT GC 2019.  
WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO FULL INCLUSION OF ALL PERSONS.  

 

LOVE GROWS HERE.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222__;!!CQl3mcHX2A!XxhVpASh8GkJ5_B61nvx_GWUSD3dU0-mAcLraKAyYgjzPjWzguCR-uVN5DNWzkrOUmU$
http://www.prospectparkchurch.org/events/online-worship-8/
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