
 
P R O S P E C T U S  

August 2021 

We seek to be an inclusive Christian community 

 that affirms faith in God and spiritual growth  

with a commitment to justice  

and stewardship of God’s creation. 

 

 
"I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you  

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." 
 - God   

(Jeremiah 29:11)  
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What Lies Ahead for the Parsonage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar: 
 

All Church Meeting Sunday, August 22 
immediately following worship 

 

See page 6 for more information. 
 

Please Participate  
in the Discussion and Decision. 

                            Photo by Marilee Johnson 
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Poet’s Place 
 

A MINNESOTA  LAKE 
Gaze upon the lake grass and sand 
as it gracefully slopes toward shore. 
Watch the lake water as it laps its welcome. 
and bids you to "Come.  Wade.  Swim." 
Walk in carefully on layers of wet, worn rocks 
that line the sand and water's edge. 
Watch dark treetops press the sky 
above grass, stone, and you. 
Appreciate this sand and mud beneath your feet. 
Run in, dive and swim in water's balm. 
Let time be an invisible passage. 
Stay for a time with this beauty 
as sun slowly slides below the horizon. 
Accept calm comfort.  Give thanks. 
                   Be at peace. 
 
-Joy DeHarpporte 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joy DeHarpporte is a long-time PPUMC member and a retired 

school teacher. In addition to writing poetry, she is actively engaged 

with social justice initiatives. 
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Pastor’s Corner 
 

 

Jimmy Fallon has a running bit that has  
lasted through both of his late-night 
 television shows, in which he writes 
thank you notes. Each is written to a 
flourish of music provided especially for 
the moment. He’s been writing them for 
years. They’re funny and sometimes 
pointed and very occasionally sweet. 
 
Mine are none of those things. They are 
simply sincere. 

Thank you PPUMC congregation, for encouraging me to take 
time away from work. David and I traveled some, and we spent 
time in our own backyard. We rested. We will be doing more. 

 Thank you Wind and Tree and Stone and Earth, for the still life 
captured in the photo above. It was taken simply by pointing a 
phone camera on what happened to be at my feet on the path to 
the lake one day. A reminder to anyone with eyes to see that now 
is our moment. 

Thank you also, PPUMC, for filling in the necessary functions to 
keep things going in the office and in worship without missing a 
beat while David and I were away: 
 
Thank you Liz Richards and all who are responding to the call to 
answer the question “What about the Art Fair & Bazaar?” 
 
Thank you to Ann DeGroot and all who are responding to the call 
to answer the question “What are our resources...?” 
 
Thank you to Ann, Steve Ozanne, and Cathy Velasquez Eberhart, 
who stand by to help navigate the relentless decision-making 
that these times demand. 
 
Thank you to the physician in our midst, Kelley Jewett, who we 
know and trust. Kelley advises us on what is safe as COVID  
conditions change and change and continue to change, so that in 
situations where we need to adapt nimbly, we are informed. 
 

Thank you to the many who created the Sunday morning  
worship experiences: 
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Thank you to the hospitality team of Ann DeGroot and Ginia 
Klamecki, who offered the welcoming opportunity to stop and 
connect in simple conversation on the way in and out of worship. 

Thank you to Marilee Johnson and Ginia Klamecki for elegantly 
adorning the altar each week with grace and meaning. 

Thank you to the Zoom worship team of Mike Hvidsten and  
Steve Ozanne onsite and Cassie Davies-Juhnke, and Anna Rieth 
at home, for adjusting to both Dave Nyberg and Cathy Velasquez 
Eberhart being away. This team has been on an amazing growth 
curve over the course of the last year and a half, connecting us so 
that our gathering can reach beyond our four walls.  
 
Thank you to musicians Alan Husby, Frank Trnka, Kathy Webb 
for continuing to provide the sound track of the worship  
experience with such variety of organ, piano, guitar and voice – 
and for leading us in song. 
 
Thank you to worship leader and preacher, Theresa Mason, for 
your presence with this community and leadership in worship 
and your words of challenge and comfort. 

Thank you to every person who forgives me for forgetting your 
name that should have been mentioned. I am convinced that a 
perfectly accurate list is only possible in The Book of Life (and 
I’m fairly skeptical about that). 

And finally thank you for filling in your own name here and 
knowing that I mean it when I say thank you. Thank you 
_______________ for hanging in there! Thank you for being 
part of this community. Thank you for making the choice to  
continue in whatever way is possible for you right now. You bring 
what nobody else can – yourself. It is simply not the same  
without you! 
 
Thank you Creator of All That Is and Was and Is Ever Going to 
Be, for all of the creation still going on in us and through us and 
all around us! 

Wild blessings, 
Pastor Chris 
 

P.S. Look for COVID response updates in the Friday Weekend 
Update – sent each Friday afternoon. If you don’t receive email, 
and need a call, please let us know at 612-378-2380. 



 
Mark Your Calendar!   

All Church Parsonage Meeting 
 

Sunday, August 22 
Immediately Following Worship 

 
The PPUMC church community is blessed with resourceful 
and hard-working volunteer trustees committed to the good 
of the congregation and property. 
 
After much consideration, the present committee is  
proposing that PPUMC sell the parsonage. 
 
The idea was introduced at the June PPUMC  
Administrative Council meeting and a presentation was 
made after worship by Liz Pierce from the trustees on  
June 22 about: 
 
• why it is recommended to be sold 
• information about parsonages in the MN Conference 
• cost considerations for maintaining it empty or rented 
• anticipated financial gain from sale 
• estimated cost of various maintenance work 

 
Follow up information was included in the July  
Prospectus.  The Administrative Council discussed this 
 topic at it's July meeting and it is on the agenda for the  
August 10 meeting as well. 
 
 
We encourage all to attend the all-church meeting 

on Sunday, August 22 after worship,  
which will be dedicated solely  
to the topic of the parsonage. 

 
 

Please Participate  
in the Discussion and Decision. 
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PPUMC Bazaar & Art Fair 2021: 
 What Might it Be? 

 
Last November in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic,  
we prioritized safety and broke with tradition to reimagine 
a new version of the PPUMC Bazaar & Art Fair that  
celebrated and supported our resident artists, and spread  
holiday cheer near and far while keeping everyone safe.  
Art, crafts and baked goods were made and enjoyed among 
the PPUMC church family and friends. 
 
Conversation has begun on what we might be able to do this 
year as we are yet in the process of emerging from the  
pandemic. You are invited to join the conversation. 
 

Bazaar & Art Fair Planning Meeting 
Monday, August 9, 6:30 pm via Zoom. 

Anyone interested in talking about planning  
for this year’s event is welcome!   

 
 

Please contact Liz Richards  
at lizrichards360@gmail.com  

for the Zoom link. 
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                         Photo by Cassie Davies-Juhnke 

mailto:lizrichards360@gmail.com


August Events 
 
Open Yoga with Instructor: Leslie Ball 
Mon. 6pm/ Wed. 5:30pm /Sat. 11am  
Email leslie@leslieball.com for details. 
 
Movement/Stretching Class 
Saturdays 8:30 – 9am (No class July 3) 
Start your day by centering your mind and body.  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85828456150  

Meeting ID: 858 2845 6150  
Audio-only by phone: 1-312-626-6799 
 
PPUMC  Bazaar & Art Fair Planning Meeting:  
Monday, August 9 via Zoom. See page 7. 

 
PPUMC Administrative Council Meeting 
Tuesday, August 10 at 6:30 pm  online via Zoom.  
(The meeting will NOT be in person as previously 
considered.) All are welcome.  Contact Ann DeGroot 
for Zoom link: ann.marie.degroot@gmail.com. 

 
The PPUMC Men’s Group will meet  Saturday,  
August 21, 8:30-11 a.m. at Clyde Cutting’s home,  
1492 Portland Ave, St. Paul, MN 55104, likely in the 
backyard, or in Clyde's Apartment 4 in case of poor 
weather. Enjoy breakfast and conversation in person.   

 

 

 

Do you know your numbers and letters? 
Deb Lund, director of Baby’s Space child care would like to have 

some volunteer tutors for one-on-one work with pre-k  
children this summer to help them prepare for kindergarten  

classes. Tutors would assist classroom staff helping  
individual children learn letters and numbers.  

 

Volunteers wanted between 10am-noon &/or 3pm-5.  
(This child care facility is located by  

Little Earth United Tribes at 18th & 24 Ave. in Mpls.)  
If you would like to attend a zoom orientation 

 to learn more about the curriculum/tasks  
contact Art at stoeberl@bitstream.net / 651-636-7356. 

Volume 63 Issue 8 Page 8 
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Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity 
Tres Iglesias Summer Build Project 

 

 

August 16—August 20      
8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

397 Maryland Ave W, St. Paul 
 

Volunteers needed for on-site work crew 
for outdoor and indoor work (max of 12). 

 

PPUMC has a proud 25+ year tradition  
participating in summer & winter builds  

alongside St. Frances Cabrini and  
The Church of St. Cecilia, 

 under the umbrella name of  
Tres Iglesias. 

 

An email was sent to everyone  
who previously volunteered with  

additional information and a video that 
volunteers should watch before arriving.  

If you didn’t receive that  
or for more details,  

please contact Steve Kerrigan:  
763-200-2227  

 steve.kerrigan@tsi.com 
 

No food is provided on-site this year.  
 

Register to volunteer at http://
www.cabrinimn.org/habitat-signup  

under ‘Tres Iglesias.’ 
 
 

Thank You!  

Can You Help? 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/75Eqc7uup243GoWS4wSDA_4rW46_LPms1HUY8qZczErmUCUDZwXwb7AbauEaY2FHB26JPg9wbTWudyXS?continueMode=true
mailto:steve.kerrigan@tsi.com
http://www.cabrinimn.org/habitat-signup
http://www.cabrinimn.org/habitat-signup
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The air we breathe is a gift from God. 
But too often it is loaded with particulates that compromise 
the health of all, especially those who live nearby—often not 
by choice. Burning fossil fuels is the proven culprit. At one 
point we didn't know, but now we do and we need to  
demand change. Fouled air dishonors God.  
 

Not by choice, 68% of Black Americans live within 30 miles 
of a coal-fired power plant. As a frontline community, they 
suffer greater ill health and shorter life expectancy as well 
as lesser property values and fewer economic resources  
because of the predatory practices of the fossil fuel  
industry. Write or call your legislators to speak up for 
the Environmental Justice for All Act and for a future of 
renewable and non-polluting energy sources. 
 
It’s an outdoor party—lots of people, including kids, having 
a good time. Go ahead and use plastic cups. But put out a 
bin, labeled Cups Only. Afterward, wash the cups. With 
children, you don’t have to worry about a possible broken 
glass. Just recycle any damaged cups, if possible. But think 
Reuse before Recycle. 
  
You are leaving your mark on planet Earth. Check out this 
fun and informative carbon footprint calculator. With the 
resulting benchmark and the helpful tips the website  
provides, you can choose ways to live more lightly. 
  
God’s prophet, Isaiah, long ago connected the state of the 
earth with actions of the people: “The earth dries up and 
withers… The earth lies polluted under its inhabitants; for 
they have transgressed laws, violated statutes, broken the  

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=0a0dd3239b&e=c0ba49b269
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=e607c23896&e=c0ba49b269
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everlasting covenant” (Isaiah 24:4-5). Renew your part 
of the covenant with God to be a good steward.   
 

Ask to have your packages shipped plastic-free.  
Activate live-chat and request that your order and all future 
ones come without the single-use plastic that envelops our 
habitat and harms life for all. Amazon is one company that 
provides the service. 
 
Planning a vacation? Traveling with family or friends has 
benefits and one big downside. Whether you drive or fly, 
the CO2 emissions damage the planet. Buy a carbon  
offset from onetreeplanted.org. For every dollar you  
contribute, they will plant a tree, which is one of God’s  
antidotes to our emissions. Check out more offset options. 
  
Don't throw away the peelings or tops of your veggies. 
Freeze them and when you have a good stash, cook them for 
veggie broth or stock for nutritious soups and other home-
made goodies. Find out how here. Strain the broth and 
compost any solids or just put them in dirt outside. Food 
waste is the #3 culprit in damaging the environment.  
 

Drought is more and more in the news and will continue to 
plague us as the climate shifts. Water wasted anywhere ulti-
mately affects everywhere. Livestock and poultry in the U.S. 
eat huge amounts of water-intensive feed like corn and soy-
beans. Cut back on meat and dairy; eat more vegetables and 
you lessen the demand for water. 
 
Don’t beat yourself up! You don’t have to be perfect in 
making earth-friendly changes in your lifestyle. Remember 
John Wesley’s point that we are “going on to perfection.” As 
in our faith, we are on a journey toward a goal. God’s grace 
covers our failings, and God’s Spirit enables us to continue. 
Hold the vision of perfection, keep taking steps toward it.  

 
 
For more about the UM Creation Justice 

Movement, go to umcreationjustice.org. 

 

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=ad341c76cf&e=c0ba49b269
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=de495c562c&e=c0ba49b269
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=9cecf63155&e=c0ba49b269
http://umcreationjustice.org/
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Reflection  
 

Thoughts for My Opinionated Self  
 

“I’ve just got to bite the bullet to keep from screaming and 
keep my mouth shut,” I told myself recently, hating the gun 
related phrase but knowing that in these strife-filled,  
me-first, individualistic times, my opinions, right as I am 
convinced that they are, do not always need first  
consideration or center stage. 
 
And then I remembered that the need to “bite the bullet” 
had started a war.  The invention of a particular gun – 
whose name I don’t remember and don’t care that I don’t 
remember – in the mid nineteenth century was  
accompanied by a need for a bullet in which the powder was 
kept in a greased paper, released by soldiers biting down on 
it as they loaded their guns.  “Bite the bullet.”  
Indian soldiers, under the command of the occupying  
British army, rebelled, not knowing if the grease came from 
beef – forbidden to Hindus – or pork – forbidden to  
Muslims.  In 1857 they turned their guns on their  
occupiers, and the sometimes called First War of  
Independence (known to British as the Sepoy Mutiny)  
ensued, bringing suffering, loss of life, and great violence 
and fear for many months. 
 
This use of the phrase contrasts greatly with the most  
common reference – biting down on something to keep 
from screaming as one endures pain or hardship.  A more 
apt variant for these times would be to think of “biting my 
tongue” as a way to keep from talking when one’s opinions 
are unpopular. 
 
What does it all mean as I anticipate changes in the  
structure of the denomination currently known as the 
UMC?  What does it mean as my birth family makes  
decisions about funeral services or possessions?  What does 
it mean as we talk about post Covid changes and I discover 
that the ones I want are very different from the ones  
someone else (friend, relative, politician, colleague) wants? 
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To me the two versions of “bite the bullet” represent  
opposing ideas, and neither will help us to get to a better 
family solution, better church, better world.  Keeping our 
mouth shut all the time while we feel like screaming is no 
more helpful than those in power with the loudest voices 
ordering everyone else to do as they say regardless of  
deeply held beliefs or personal preference. 
 
What if some British officer had realized the religious  
dilemma that was looming and called together Indian and 
British officers to find a way forward?  That seems just 
about as likely as some persons I have known, deeply  
entrenched in what are known as worship wars, agreeing 
on one kind of service with one kind of music.  
 
Listening, understanding, trying something different,  
letting go, being flexible – all are much needed in the days 
ahead.  And, alas, they are needed from me personally not 
just in general. 
 
So, here’s my encouragement to try some new things in our 
own lives, as well as here at PPUMC and elsewhere.  
Although I know what I would like changed immediately or 
at least up for consideration – the breathing ball, the  
prayer practices, and the fundraisers all come immediately 
to mind -, I know that others cannot imagine life at 
PPUMC without them.   I will look forward to possibilities 
of new things as well as feeling loss of things I do like  
because we will all commit ourselves to discussing,  
listening, experimenting, growing, always trusting in each 
other and in God. 
 
No bullets around here. 

-Linda Gesling 

 

 

Linda Gesling is a retired elder in the UMC. She has served within 
the UMC as pastor, educator and program director and now is part  
of the PPUMC community  along with her husband, Steve Ozanne.   



♥ Happy Birthday 
 

♥ Welcome Back 
 

PPUMC is Pleased to Welcome Back  
In-Person Worship Sunday at 10 a.m. 

& Returning Groups to the Building 
 
 

  Please contact Anna Rieth  
to schedule any onsite activities: 
office@prospectparkchurch.org 

612-378-2380. 
 

Look for COVID response updates in the Friday Weekend       
Update – sent by email each Friday afternoon.  

If you don’t receive email, and need a call,  
please let us know at 612-378-2380.  

 

Office hours are flexible Tues-Fri afternoons.  
Please call ahead if you need access to the church.  

Please bring a mask with you in case it is needed  
while in the building. 

 

Quiet hours are in effect 10 p.m.—8:30 a.m. 
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♥ Happy Anniversary  
 
 
Julie & Dean Kraus      August 3 
Chris Ulrich & Tom Clausen     August 6 
Rebekah Richards & Mike Hvidsten    August 16  
Sandy & Duey Cady     August 16 
Steve Ozanne & Linda Gesling    August 18 
Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew & Emily Jarrett Hughes  August 20  
Bob Rogers & Mary Parish     August 28 
Marie Ström & Harry Boyte     August 30 

Duey Cady                       August 1 
Skylar Elliott                    August 9 
Vicki Coleman-Scott      August 10 
Lucia Walther      August 11  
Jeff Hammergren     August 12  
Kelley Rae Jewett      August 14  
Ben Wojtowick      August 14  
Ruth Ann Marks      August 19  
Steve Ozanne       August 24  
Joan Bedessem      August 28 



                PPUMC Sunday Schedule: 

In-Person & Online: 
 

Coffee & Conversation: 
9:30-10 a.m. 

 

Worship: 10 a.m.  
 

Join Worship through Zoom  
on your computer or smartphone:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222  
on your phone: dial-in/audio only:  +1 312 626 6799  
meeting ID: 890 2756 1222 # 

IMPORTANT: Our Zoom link changes occasionally. 
The most current link can always be found on our 
website immediately prior to the event. 

The Ministers are all the people of the church:  
“The world is our parish.” 

 

PPUMC Staff:  
 

Pastor: Rev. Chris Kliesen Wehrman  
Administrative Assistant: Anna Rieth 

Choir Director/Song Leader: David Nyberg  
Organist/Music Director: Frank Trnka  

Sanctuary Musicians: Kathy Webb; Alan Husby  
Communications Associate: Cassie Davies-Juhnke  

Out-Reach Coordinator: Julie MacKenzie  
Onsite Custodian: Cullen Olsen  

Lay Leader: Ann DeGroot 
 

Sunday Morning Zoom Team:  
Cassie Davies-Juhnke, Cathy Velasquez Eberhart,  

Ginia Klamecki, Dave Nyberg, Steve Ozanne; Anna Rieth 
 

Please Note New Email Addresses! 
Pastor Chris: 612-965-0178 /pastor@prospectparkchurch.org 

Church office/Anna: 612-378-2380 /office@prospectparkchurch.org 
Communications/Cassie: communications@prospectparkchurch.org 

Outreach/Julie: outreach@prospectparkchurch.org 
 

Please contact Anna Rieth to schedule onsite activities:  
office@prospectparkchurch.org/612-378-2380 
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THE PEOPLE OF PPUMC  
STAND WITH THE MAJORITY OF THE MN CONFERENCE 

 IN REJECTING THE TRADITIONAL PLAN APPROVED AT GC 2019.  
WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO FULL INCLUSION OF ALL PERSONS.  

 

LOVE GROWS HERE.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/89027561222__;!!CQl3mcHX2A!XxhVpASh8GkJ5_B61nvx_GWUSD3dU0-mAcLraKAyYgjzPjWzguCR-uVN5DNWzkrOUmU$
http://www.prospectparkchurch.org/events/online-worship-8/
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